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J-1503050-12  Emerald Ash Borer Temporary Quarantine

*** Important Information on Virginia Quarantine for Movement of Ash Materials  
in Prince William and Fauquier Counties, Virginia *** 

This quarantine affects activities involving tree removal and clearing, planting of trees, 
and purchase of mulch at Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Virginia.  

On July 21, 2008, the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) issued a 
temporary quarantine on the movement of ash tree materials in Prince William and Fauquier counties.  
This quarantine is to prevent the spread of the emerald ash borer to uninfested counties.  The temporary 
quarantine is effective July 21, 2008.  On August 28, 2008, VDACS approved that the quarantine will 
remain and become permanent, beginning October 29, 2008.  

Regulated Articles. 

A. The following articles are regulated under the provisions of this quarantine, and shall not be moved out 
of any regulated area within Virginia, except in compliance with the conditions prescribed in this 
quarantine: 

(1) The emerald ash borer in any life stage. 
(2) Firewood of all hardwood (non-coniferous) species. 
(3) Ash (Fraxinus spp.) nursery stock. 
(4) Green (non-heat treated) ash lumber. 
(5) Other living, dead, cut, or fallen material of the genus Fraxinus, including logs, stumps, roots, 

branches, and composted and uncomposted wood chips.  

Regulated Areas. 

The following areas in Virginia:   

The entire counties of:  Arlington, Fairfax, Fauquier, Loudoun, Prince William 

The entire independent cities of:  Alexandria, Fairfax City, Falls Church, Manassas, Manassas Park 

Affect of Quarantine on Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Virginia 

This notice is of highest importance to Public Works Branch, and Facilities and Logistics Services Section 
(FLSS), particularly as it relates to involvement in construction clearing of trees, Mainside tree 
trimming/removal, and purchasing, or contracting for the purchase of mulch and trees to be planted on 
Base. 

To fulfill compliance requirements of the quarantine law, any of the above listed activities occurring within 
Fauquier or Prince William Counties on Base, shall observe the following guidelines:   

 (1) Any type of tree clearing including construction, or individual tree trimming and removal 
(whether contracted or in-house), may not transport any ash (Fraxinus spp.) materials from these 
two counties across, or to, an unregulated (non-quarantine) county.  Ash materials must therefore, 
be disposed of appropriately within the regulated county, such as delivery to a  landfill, or 
chipping/mulching and leaving the materials on-site.  

 (2) If ash trees are to be planted within Stafford County on Base, they must not be procured from 
within a regulated county.  This applies to contracted and in-house purchase of trees for planting.  
Purchasers shall require that suppliers certify ash trees are not obtained from a regulated area within 
or outside of the State of Virginia1. 



 (3) Mulch to be applied within Stafford County must also not be procured from within a regulated 
county.  Personnel with responsibility for purchasing mulch, or oversight of contracts for mulch 
application, should also require that contractors and suppliers certify that the mulch was not obtained 
from a regulated area within or outside of the State of Virginia1.   

 (4) Maintain close communication with the Forestry Section, NREA Branch, who will assist in 
review of tree clearing and removal requirements within Fauquier and Prince William Counties to 
determine if ash trees are present, and recommend appropriate disposal methods. 

 (5) Of particular concern is the current method of disposal of wood waste from tree pruning and 
removal on the Mainside area. This takes place primarily in Prince William County.  It is performed 
in-house by FLSS, and also by PPV.  The wood is normally taken to the designated area at Guad 
(Stafford County) for later disposal by burning.  Because of the movement of this wood material from 
a regulated to an unregulated county, no ash tree materials may be transported.  To ensure 
compliance, the Forestry Section should be contacted to review and approve all tree removal 
requests.    

 (6) Base tree trimming and removal performed by contract must  ensure that contractors are 
made aware of quarantine requirements.  This should be accomplished by incorporating appropriate 
contract clauses and providing other reference information.  The Forestry Section should also be 
contacted to review and approve all contracted tree removal.  

A copy of the official VDACS Quarantine regulation (6 pages) is provided. 

Any questions regarding this information may be directed to the Head, Forestry Section, Natural 
Resources and Environmental Affairs Branch at (703) 432-6775.  

1States that have emerald ash borer and one or more regulated counties include 
Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Maryland and 
Virginia.  














