


SO 3882: Paper Assignments 

Compose a 5-7 page (double-spaced, 12 pt font) essay on one of the following topics for each of the two papers. Please provide the page number and your last name on the top, right corner of each page. 

Frequently asked questions:
1. Do I need sources outside of the course readings? Depending on the topic you choose and the manner in which you answer it, you may be using both course readings and outside sources. You will not be “graded up” or “graded down” on the number of outside sources you use. 
2. How should I handle citations? You will be required to provide citations (both for course readings and outside readings) and should use some accepted style. I use the American Political Science Association’s parenthetic in-text citation style (see http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/DocAPSA.html). You will receive instruction for citations in your writing course.
3. Do I need a bibliography? Yes. If you use any sources whatsoever (course readings included), you should get in the habit of always citing correctly. This is not just “good form”; it will also help you track down ideas/sources later when you dig up this paper to assist you in future research endeavors (such as your thesis). Attach the bibliography as a separate page with “Works Cited” centered at the top of it.
4. Will I be graded on writing/grammar? I will grade you on these things to the extent that your failure to do them well inhibits my ability to get through your essay. Errors and sloppy writing throw readers off course and prevent them from absorbing your paper’s argument.
5. What am I trying to “do” in this essay? There are a number of tactical choices you can make in constructing an essay of this type/size. The strategic goal, however, is to show (a) mastery of the material and concepts, and (b) the construction and support of a specific and recognizable argument (the “thesis” of the essay). 
6. How firm is the page length? This is a risky choice. If you go over the page limit, it had better be good. If it is long and unfocused/weak/“fatty,” then you will negatively impact your grade.        

Essay Topics for Assignment #1 (choose one):
1. Which of the following international relations theories do you find most compelling? Which do you find least compelling? Make sure you show that you understand the two theories you have chosen to compare, and explain clearly what criteria you are using to judge the theories.
Choices for comparison: 
a. Realism / Neo-realism
b. Neo-realism / Neo-liberal institutionalism
c. Neo-liberal institutionalism / Idealism
2. Explain the logic of deterrence versus the logic of spiraling? Use the concept of the “security dilemma” to help develop your argument. Which better explains international relations?
3. What is the unitary rational actor assumption? Is it a useful way to model inter-state interactions? Compare this approach to at least one alternative/variant (such as psychological approaches, cognitive approaches, bureaucratic politics, etc). What are the strengths/weaknesses of each? 
4. Are nuclear weapons special? [Warning: this may seem like the easiest topic, but is, in fact, the most challenging!]
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