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Q1A: Solicitation synopsis stated the Marine Corps Systems Command intended to award a firm-fixed price ID/IQ contract with a base with provisions for three (3) one-year options giving the impression of a four-year contract. Solicitation states the contract will be for three years with production quantities of 118,000 per year for each option year with no production quantities for the base year. Is this a four-year or three-year contract?

A1A: The last Option CLIN can be exercised within 36 months of award. Each ordering period is no more than 12 months.  

Q1B: Solicitation states the minimum quantity is 180 sets and the maximum quantity is 354,000 sets (118,000 x 3 = 354,000). This does not include Special Measurements or Wounded Warrior Regiment?

A1B:  The contract maximum does not include the Special Measurements and Wounded Warrior Regiment quantities.

Q1C: CLIN 0001 is for 180 sets for FAT, test plan, procedures, and components list. There are no production quantities for the base year?

A1C: Incorrect. Initial production quantities can be exercised within 12 months from contract award..

----------

Q2: Is there a projected delivery schedule?

A2: Page 20 of the solicitation, paragraph F.2, states that delivery for first article testing is 60 days after contract award. Production delivery is to begin no later than 90 days of no less than 4,000 sets per month for the first three months; increasing to 8,000 per month for the next three months; and increasing to a minimum production schedule to12,000 per month thereafter – the Government’s minimum delivery requirements. Page 21 of the solicitation provides a production delivery schedule that each offeror shall propose a production delivery schedule.   

----------

Q3: How many cord locks will be needed for samples (PDMs)? Are the shock cords going to be needed?

A3: There are 2 cords locks required per jacket – none for the pants. Yes, the shock cords will be needed with the PDMs.

----------

Q4: Is there a style number for the slide fasteners? If not, is there a description, metal or plastic, color and size?

A4: The information is in the Spec A-A-55634, paragraph 3.3.8 Slide Fasteners.

----------
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Q5: The Spec (FQSE PD-08/XX) does not have a description of what kind of waist drawstring is needed. It is only referenced in the “suggested sources” supply list. Please provide information on what kind of drawstring, whether or not it needs to be tipped or just knotted at the end? It also does not mention what kind of cord lock is needed. Is it the same kind that is used on the jacket, it suggests the same supplier?

 A5: The drawstring – Tipped End, Black, ½ inch width. Cord lock is the same for the jacket and pant (Reference paragraph 3.3.7, black cord lock).

----------

Q6: Page 1 (of PD FQSE PD-08/XX dated Sep 3, 2008) para 3.2 Description. “The lined pants have an elastic waist with drawstring…”. Cannot locate any description with the purchase description that would specify what is desired. Please provide this information.

A6: Same as A5.

----------

Q7: Page 3, para B-1, of solicitation. The minimum range of 180 sets seems very unrealistic in terms of what it will cost each company to propose on the contract and the cost to start up production. While we realize the budgetary uncertainties within the Defense Department, we feel that the minimum range should be at least 30% of the maximum or more to ensure that a company will not go bankrupt from being awarded the contract. Similarly, the minimum order for each CLIN 0002, 0006 and 0010 should be increased from 5,000 set to at least 30,000 sets.

A7: The minimum order of 180 sets is based on first article testing (reference page 12, paragraph C.4), Delivery Order 0001. The minimum and maximum quantities for the options periods are determined based on estimated demands. Step-ladder pricing is available for alternate quantity ranges. 

----------

Q8: Page 3, B-3 Berry Amendment Compliance. The Defense Appropriations and Authorization Acts and other Statues (including what is commonly referred to as the “Berry Amendment”) impose restrictions on the DoD’s acquisition of foreign products and services. 

A preference for certain domestic commodities is required by 10 USC 2533a and DFARS 252.225-7012. These references require the Department of Defense to acquire specific end items or components that have been grown, reprocessed, reused, or produced in the United States. Items provided under this solicitation and the resulting contract shall be compliant with the above references. Offerors are required to complete and submit the Berry Amendment Self-Certification in this solicitation.

In a recent solicitation (Amd 0002, effective date 21 Apr 2009, M67854-09-R-3014) the following paragraph was included in named amendment. 
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Offerors shall maintain additional documentation substantiating the claim that all materials, including components and raw materials, submitted under this solicitation and the resultant contract are Berry Amendment Complaint. Offerors shall be able to provide this documentation to Government personnel upon request.

We request that reference to Berry self-certification be deleted and inclusion of paragraph as noted in Amendment 0002 be incorporated. This will completely eliminate any doubt as to the validity of self-certified supplies.

A8: Berry self-certification (page 50) is deleted. 

Addendum B, Berry Amendment Compliance, is hereby amended to include the following paragraph:

Offerors shall maintain additional documentation substantiating the claim that all materials, including components and raw materials, submitted under this solicitation and the resultant contract are Berry Amendment Complaint. Offerors shall be able to provide this documentation to Government personnel upon request.

----------

Q9: Pages 7-8, Labels, para 3.4, 3.4.1 and 3.4.2 of FQSE PD-08/XX for the jacket and pants describe what is to be included in the labels. For the PDMs, are we required to use specification compliant labels with complete writing or can we put blank labels of the approximate size in the PDMs?

A9: Not required on PDMs.

----------

Q10: Page 11, para C.3.1 Compatibility. The PTRS shall be compatible with each to wear with the existing PT clothing system which includes the following: a synthetic olive drab t-shirt, olive drab physical training shorts. The current first layer of clothing the Marine wears for PT is the base layer to include a t-shirt and PT shorts, both of which have moisture wicking, quick drying and antimicrobial characteristics.

This section is subjective and “stating the PTRS shall be compatible…” If the Marine wears other items with the PTRS that may not be compatible as to fit, color, or purpose, the specified PTRS garments as outlined in the issued specification can be interpreted as “out of spec or tolerance” and “incompatible”. We propose this section either be eliminated or reworded to not include subjective meaning.

A10: The PTRS are to be compatible with the PT uniform systems currently in the sea bag which include the following, but are not included in this procurement: a synthetic olive drab t-shirt, olive drab physical training shorts, olive drab cotton sweatshirt and sweatpants. 

----------
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Q11: Page 13, para C.6. “…The individuals may require a special measurement and the Contractor shall have the flexibility to accommodate this special measurement requirement.” “…The delivery schedule for this special measurement requirement will be identified in the modification.”

a. What special measurement information will be provided to the contractor; marked up patterns or the individual’s measurement on special measurement forms? If you will provide the measurements on special measurement forms, please indicate the form number if it is a standard DoD form or include a copy of the form if it not a standard DoD form.

b. Unless contractors know the lead-time allowed for delivery of the resultant special measurement garments, we will be unable to realistically determine the price to charge for special measurement garments.

A11: Special measurement requirements will be provided by specific measurements. If a special measurement is required it will be ordered against the applicable CLINs. There are no DoD or special forms.  The production delivery table on page 21 of the solicitation allows the offerors to provide their proposed delivery schedules to include special measurement sizes. The Government’s minimum delivery objective for special measurement sizes is no more than 45 days.

----------

Q12: Page 16-17, Section D, Packaging and Marking.

· Are these items being packed commercial or under mil-spec?

· How many jackets per carton?

· How many pants per carton?

· Approximate dimensions of folded jacket?

· Approximate dimensions of folded pants?

· What size carton is recommended?

· Is a box liner required?

· Assuming pallets are required, are they to be heat treated or not?

A12: 

· Packed under mil-spec.

· Up to 40 jackets per carton.

· Up to 40 pants per carton.

· Approximate dimensions 12” x 12” (folded jacket)

· Approximate dimensions 12” x 12” (folded pants).

· Size carton sufficient to support 40 each.

· Box liner required to support a crush proof box.

· Pallets are not required.

M67854-09-R-3029

Amendment 0002
Page 6 of  7

Q13: Page 26, DFARS 252-211-7006 Radio Frequency Identification (RFID). It is not clear at which level the RFID should be applied (at garment level or carton level or pallet level). Please clarify.

A13: RFID is required at the packaging level, not on each garment.

----------

Q14: Page 53, para L-5. “PDMs shall be branded with the Marine Corps Eagle, Globe and Anchor Emblem on the upper left chest panel of the jacket not to exceed 3 inches in total vertical height.” This conflicts with specifications FQSE PD-08-XX, Marine Corps Running Suit – Jacket, para 3.1.2, which states, “The size shall not exceed four inches in total vertical height.” Which of these should prevail? Or, perhaps they could be modified to be the same to preclude errors between the PDMs and production?

A14: Para L-5 is corrected to read “…left chest panel of the jacket not to exceed 4 inches in total vertical height.” Follow spec FQSE-PD-08-XX.

----------

Section L-5, Technical Submissions, is amended to read as follows:

Five (5) PDMs shall be submitted in five different sizes, identified below, using the same fabric and construction techniques as the offeror tends to use in the manufacturing of the PTRS. Each PDM will consist of a jacket and pant and shall meet (or exceed) the requirements noted in the specifications/production data. PDMs will be subject to quality and workmanship, design characteristics, and proposed sizing and fit, as well as range of motion provided and compatibility with existing PT uniform items. PDMs shall be branded with the Marine Corps Eagle, Globe and Anchor Emblem on the left upper chest panel of the jacket not to exceed four (4) inches in total vertical height. Use of the Marine Corps Emblem is protected by the Marine Corps. PDMs shall not bear the name, logo, or brand marking of any kind of the manufacturer/offeror. Each PDM will consist of a jacket and pants (1 set) in the following sizes:


XSmall - Short


Short - Small


Medium - Long


Large - Regular


X-Large - Long

The offeror shall submit written technical information and data at a level of detail sufficient to allow the Government to properly evaluate whether offer meets purchase description. If material other than recommended source is used, offeror shall submit a certificate of compliance with five (5) yards of material to be submitted for laboratory testing at the Natick Soldier Research, Development and Engineering Center by the 
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Government. PDMs submitted shall be made of this material. Material must meet Berry Amendment compliance.

The following links provide access to the patterns for the PDMs and document data. Once accessed there will be four (4) files, two (2) zip files and two (2) Accumark software. The documents can be opened using Microsoft Word. There is one zip file for the jacket and one for the pant. If a contractor does not have Accumark software, contact ccustodio@nctrf.army.mil to be provided either with the proper data or paper tracings.

Copy and paste the links into your Internet Explorer and click “save” when prompted. If you are prompted for a username and password the user name is “glogin” and the password is “password”.

http://nctrf.natick.army.mil/nctrf/workorder.nsf/0/CFE5EE8263571B52852575B3004698F8/$FILE/MC-PTU-PT-05-11-09.zip?OpenElement&Login&Username=glogin&password=password
http://nctrf.natick.army.mil/nctrf/workorder.nsf/0/CFE5EE8263571B52852575B3004698F8/$FILE/MC-PTU-JKT-05-11-09.zip?OpenElement&Login&Username=glogin&password=password
http://nctrf.natick.army.mil/nctrf/workorder.nsf/0/4C6AA4BDE0934EE9852575CA005B7616/$FILE/PTRS%20SPEC%20PANTS.doc?OpenElement&Login&Username=glogin&password=password
http://nctrf.natick.army.mil/nctrf/workorder.nsf/0/4C6AA4BDE0934EE9852575CA005B7616/$FILE/PTRS%20SPEC%20TOP.doc?OpenElement&Login&Username=glogin&password=password
Attached to this amendment are the Contract Data Requirements Lists, A001 through A005.

Other terms and conditions apply.
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