M67854-10-I-1029

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI)
Buoyancy Compensator/Life Preserver (BC/LP) 
Information Requested:
The Marine Corps Systems Command, Quantico, Virginia is seeking sources and information for a single system that will serve as the life cycle replacement for the SECUMAR TSK 2/42 Vest Life
Jacket, Part Number 4056590 manufactured by Draeger Safety, Inc in Pittsburgh, PA;  the Military Sunfish Pro Black Cordura with inflator Part Number 1040 buoyancy compensator manufactured by SEATEC in Riverside, CA and locally procured weight belt systems manufactured by a variety of vendors.  
This Request for Information (RFI) is for planning and informational purposes only and shall not be considered as a request for proposal, an obligation on the part of the Government to issue a request for proposal, and/or obligation on the part of the Government to acquire any products or services. No contract will be awarded from this announcement. Pursuant to Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) 15.201(e), responses to this RFI are not offers and cannot be accepted by the Government to form a binding contract. Interested parties are solely responsible for all costs and expenses associated with their respective response to this RFI. The Government will not reimburse interested parties for any direct and/or indirect costs and/or expenses associated with their respective responses to this RFI, including, but not limited to any direct and/or indirect costs associated with any submission or information provided to the Government. Moreover, interested parties will not otherwise be entitled to any compensation associated with the Government's use of any submission or information provided by an interested party to the Government pursuant to this RFI. Furthermore, the information provided in this RFI is notional and may change. The Government is under no obligation to revise any aspect of this RFI should any information provided herein change. The Government will provide any additional information and issue any additional requests for information at its sole discretion. 
Interested companies with an existing commercial item that is capable of being certified in accordance with NAVSEAINST 1056.2C Procedures for Evaluation of Diving Equipment for Authorization for Navy Use, 26 Sep 2008 are welcome to submit a reply to this RFI.  The Buoyancy Compensator/Life Preserver (BC/LP) shall meet the below requirements.  

Requirements:
The BC/LP will be capable of use with both the closed-circuit Mk 25 Underwater Breathing Apparatus (UBA) and open-circuit Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus (SCUBA).  

1. The BC/LP shall allow adjustment to fit all-sized divers 

    and shall not restrict divers’ movement.  

2. The BC/LP shall be easily donned and doffed on the surface 
    and subsurface by use of quick-connection/disconnection methods.
3. The BC/LP will support the mounting of UBAs and dive 
    mission equipment. 

4. The BC/LP shall have an integrated weight system with 
    ditchable weights.
5. The BC/LP shall have a mechanism to prevent bladder 
    rupture from over pressurization. 
6. The BC/LP shall have rechargeable inflation cylinders. 

7. The BC/LP shall have a design that incorporates 
    replaceable and repairable parts.
8. The BC/LP shall be black with non reflective material.

9. The BC/LP bladder shall be constructed of material 
    resistant to cuts, tears, abrasions, and be non-permeable    

    to water. 
10. The BC/LP outer jacket shall be constructed of material 
    resistant to cuts, tears, abrasions and endure repeated    

    exposure to saltwater.

11. The BC/LP shall not require any special tools for 
    adjustments or maintenance procedures.

12. The BC/LP shall require 30 minutes or less for 
    maintenance procedures.
13. The BC/LP shall operate in water temperatures of 37 F 
    to 93 F.  The BC/LP shall withstand storage temperatures   

    of 20 F to 140 F.

14. The BC/LP shall utilize a manually operated pull to 
    dump valve as well as a push to dump valve that is  

    integrated with the power/oral inflation system.
MK 25 Mod 2 UBA Specific Requirements: 

1. The BC/LP shall have a power inflation capability with an alternative source of inflation (e.g. Oral). 
2. The BC/LP shall use two separate air sources; one for buoyancy control and one for controlled emergency inflation with Closed/Semi-Closed Circuit systems

3. The BC/LP shall provide 7 pounds of lift at a maximum depth of 50 fsw with a flooded MK25.
4. The BC/LP shall be capable of operating with the MK 25 at a maximum depth of 50 fsw. 
Open Circuit SCUBA Specific Requirements:
1.  The BC/LP shall have a power inflation capability with an alternative source of inflation (e.g. Oral).  The BC/LP may use the Open Circuit air source for controlled and emergency inflation.
2.  The BC/LP shall provide 10 pounds of lift at maximum depth of 190 fsw.

3. The BC/LP shall be capable of operating with the Open Circuit SCUBA at a maximum depth of 190 fsw.
Responses

Commercial firms with existing equipment capable of meeting the requirements above are encouraged and invited to submit product brochures and pricing materials outlining specifications, to include a statement of capabilities, production and delivery rate on a monthly basis, warranties offered with pricing, recommended spare parts with pricing, and system repair capability at a Marine Corps unit level.  Responses shall be limited to a total of 10 pages not including brochures.  Responses shall include a matrix with the requirements stated above and how the vendor’s product meets each requirement. Responses will be reviewed to identify firms potentially capable of fulfilling the Governments requirements. This Request for Information (RFI) is for planning purposes only.  
Please be advised that any vendor proprietary information must be marked as such on a page-by-page basis. The Government will not assume that any of the information provided by a respondent is proprietary unless it is conspicuously marked on a page-by-page basis. Moreover, the Government does not assume any duty to contact a respondent and inquire whether any unmarked information submitted in response to this RFI is proprietary.  Additionally, interested firms are requested to provide the following information in their RFI response: (a) company name, company address, overnight delivery address (if different from mailing address), cage code, point of contact, e-mail address, telephone number, fax number; and (b) indicate business size (i.e., large, foreign, small disadvantaged, veteran owned, minority owned, etc) to the Government representative listed below.
The Government does not intend to award a contract on the basis of this RFI, or otherwise pay for the information requested. No entitlement to payment of direct or indirect costs or charges by the Government will arise as a result of submission of responses to this RFI and Government use of such information. The Government recognizes that proprietary data may be part of this effort. If so included, clearly mark such restricted or proprietary data and present it as an addendum to the non-restricted/non-proprietary information. Responses to this RFI shall be emailed to Grace Cartis at betty.cartis@usmc.mil at the Marine Corps Systems Command, no later than 06 January 2010. 

