Command and Control Airborne Request for Information

MARKET RESEARCH/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION. NO SOLICITATION DOCUMENT EXISTS.

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
The Marine Corps Systems Command (MARCORSYSCOM) is conducting a market survey to determine the availability and maturity of technologies, systems/components, and concepts currently fielded to meet two areas of United States Marine Corps (USMC) Command and Control Airborne (C2 (A)) requirements, namely 1)   C2 (A) Mission Commander Agency Extension and 2) C2(A) Node/Major Subordinate Command Staff Airborne.
The purpose of a C2 (A) capability in the battle space is to provide the MAGTF commanders with “Situational Awareness” (SA) while “On-the-Move” (OTM), and C2 agencies with manned and / or unmanned, robust and persistent capabilities to expand the reach of the C2 system to “Over-the-Horizon” (OTH) / “Beyond Line of Sight” (BLOS) units, nodes and elements no matter the size of the force, its dispersion, or the scale of operation. These capabilities must be compatible with the MAGTF commander's joint, multi-national, and interagency partners including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO).  The goal is to conduct all echelons of ground C2 operations from an airborne platform.  The focus of this RFI is for manned C2 functionality and does not address the network aspect of C2 (A).
The MAGTF C2 Weapons and Sensors Development and Integration (MC2I) Product Group (PG11) is considering airborne technologies that provide C2 (A) capabilities to do some or all of the following: 

1. Share Situational Awareness.
2. Effectively implement the knowledge sharing process.
3. Provide timely, accurate and relevant information and intelligence.

4. Provide collaborative planning tools to take advantage of the information provided in 3.
5. Provide capability for the commander to provide/disseminate accurate and timely intent.
Marine Corps Systems Command (MARCORSYSCOM) is in the planning stages of an Analysis Of Alternatives (AOA) for C2 (A) systems that can perform some or all of the core tasks and missions highlighted above. This RFI will provide the opportunity for Contractors to describe, in detail, the ability of their candidate systems to fulfill these capabilities with systems that fall generally into one or both of the following capability areas:

1. C2 (A) Mission Commander Agency Extension (1-6 persons)
2. C2 (A) Node / MSC Staff Airborne (6-18 individuals)

The objective of this RFI is to identify potential solutions, technologies, and state of the art approaches to fulfilling these capabilities. Although there are two demarcations, the desire is to have modular components that can be transported with transit cases and “snapped in” Marine Corps tactical aircraft (KC130J, V22, UH1Y and CH53s) with minimal to no permanent modification to the airframe being required.  In addition, the desire is to have scalable capability which implies that as you add operators, the modular components can be added and linked to accommodate any size C2 (A) extension/node required without disparate equipment suites.
C2(A) REQUIREMENTS
Specifically the Marine Corps is interested in technologies, system(s)/components and concepts that provide one or both of the following C2 (A) capabilities:
1. C2 (A) Mission Commander Agency Extension:

a. Ability to relay radio communications and data transmissions using the USMC common radios and radio frequency spectrum.
b. Provide a C2 support across all operational echelons (Battalion, Company, Regiment, Division). 
c. Expeditionary and agile airborne C2 capability that provides C2 integration across the full Range of Military Operations (ROMO). The system weight and dimensions should allow it to be transportable on expeditionary shipping, air transportable by strategic and theater airlift.   
d. Required to capture and transmit intelligence, fires, maneuver, logistics, C2, and force protection data to simultaneously support current operations and projection of the C2 capabilities Over the Horizon (OTH) or Beyond Line of Sight (BLOS),
e. The systems should be modular and scalable with increasing C2 echelons and adaptable to all Marine Corps tactical aircraft.

2. C2 (A) Node: 

a. All capability described in 1. 
b. Conduct Combat Operation Center (COC) C2 functionality from an airborne platform.
c. Ability to relay radio communications and data transmissions using the USMC common radios across alternative transmission paths to minimize demand on existing bandwidth (i.e., LASER, micro-wave).

d. Ability to relay radio communications and data transmissions between different USMC common radios or other data transmission devices (i.e., EPLRS to SATCOM, Cellular to EPLRS).

RESPONSES

Responses to this RFI should incorporate as much detailed information as possible to include, but not limited to:

· Technology/System information

· Provide manufacturer/developer name and describe company competencies.
· White papers and/or product literature that describe the functionality/capability of the

technology(ies) or system(s).
· Technical/performance information (e.g., weight, dimensions, power supply, protocols, and applications used).
· Operations concept for the technology(ies) or system(s) (e.g., how it is employed, role and number of operators).
· If not a stand-alone capability, identify the enabling or inter-related technologies.
· Point of Contact information

· Corporate points of contact

· Technical points of contact

There is no page restriction associated with this RFI; however, an executive summary, not to exceed five pages, should accompany each submission.
PREPARATION, DELIVERY, AND PROCESSING
MARCORSYSCOM will not pay nor provide reimbursement for any costs incurred in the preparation or delivery of responses to the RFI.  Interested Contractors are requested to submit their responses no later than 2:00pm EST, 30 March 2010. All submissions shall be UNCLASSIFIED and include a hard copy version along with two electronic (soft) copies on a CD-ROM formatted for a personal computer. E-MAIL submissions are not permitted.

Submissions should be sent to:
Commander MARCORSYSCOM

Attention: MC2I (Lee Hoyland)

2200 Lester St.

Quantico, VA 22134-6050

Contractors responding to this RFI understand that RNB Technologies under contract to AC PROG,  MARCORSYSCOM, will be reviewing and collating all responses to this RFI.

MARCORSYSCOM points of contact for questions regarding this RFI is:
Christopher Zaffram
2200 Lester St.

Quantico, VA 22134-6050

703-432-4178

THE SUBMISSION OF THIS INFORMATION IS FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO BE CONSTRUED AS A COMMITMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT TO PROCURE ANY

ITEMS/SERVICES OR FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO PAY FOR THE INFORMATION RECEIVED.  NO SOLICITATION DOCUMENT EXISTS.
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