General Purpose Medium Shelter (GPMS)
THIS NOTICE IS BEING ISSUED SOLELY FOR INFORMATION AND PLANNING PURPOSES. THERE IS NO SOLICITATION AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME. ANY INFORMATION PROVIDED DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A PROPOSAL, BUT WILL BE CONSIDERED AN EXCHANGE OF CAPABILITIES AND IDEAS. THE GOVERNMENT WILL NOT REIMBURSE INTERESTED SOURCES FOR ANY RESPONSES TO THIS NOTICE OR FOR ANY COSTS INCURRED IN RESPONDING TO THIS NOTICE, OR FOR COSTS INCURRED IN SUBSEQUENT EXCHANGES OF INFORMATION.

The Marine Corps Systems Command is conducting market research to identify potential sources and best practices information regarding the development, design, and production of a General Purpose Medium Shelter (GPMS) for use in support of Marine Corps operations.  The GPMS will replace the Modular General Purpose Tent System (MGPTS) currently employed by the Marine Corps.  An environmental protection capability is required for the following uses of the shelter:  command and control, medical, dental, administrative, supply, maintenance, billeting, storage and eating facility.   
This notice is the first step in starting a dialogue with industry as part of ongoing market research efforts.  To assist with the assessment of the current market, Marine Corps Systems Command (MARCORSYSCOM) seeks feedback from potential offerors on the DRAFT Purchase Description (PD) for the GPMS included in Section 1 below.  The Government offers no guarantee or assurances as to the content of the final Purchase Description should a Request for Proposals be issued.  Any future notices or communications will be published on this website.  Due to the nature of these items, compliance with the Berry Amendment will apply to any procurement action(s) resulting from these market research efforts.  DRAFT performance characteristics for this new GPMS are listed below:
1.  DRAFT PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS:

a) Shall be able to cycle (erect/strike) a minimum of 50 times without any system failures; 72 times preferred.
b) Shall meet blackout capability within 100 meters with the unaided eye and within 300 meters with the aid of Night Vision Goggles; and preclude any exterior translucency when using standard lighting equipment.
c) Shall be made with fabric sections (roof, walls, floor, liner, plenums, etc.) that meet the flame resistance performance characteristics of MIL-PRF-44103D Table I.  The exterior roof, exterior walls and floor shall, at a minimum, meet the durability performance characteristics of MIL-PRF-44103D Table I.  Exterior roof, exterior walls, and floor fabric weights, at a minimum, shall meet draft MIL-PRF-442271C.

d) Shall not exceed total system weight of 850 lbs.; 500 lbs. preferred, including all components.
e) Shall not exceed an Under Canopy Time of ten (10) minutes, seven (7) minutes preferred, employing a maximum of eight (8) Marines; shall not exceed an erect time of 40 minutes, 25 minutes preferred, and a strike time of 38 minutes, 30 minutes preferred employing a maximum of eight (8) Marines.
f) Shall be compatible with currently fielded space heaters, exhaust systems, air conditioning/heating ducts, lighting systems, external environmental control units in accordance with applicable technical manuals, and current camouflage screening systems.  Applicable technical manuals to be used as references include the following:  TM 9-4520-257-12&P Heater Space 45K btu, TM 5-1080-250-12&P ULCANS, TM 10-4520-264-12&P SHC 60K, TM 12359A-OD/B ECUs, EMI Military Light Operation Instructions (Commercial)
g) Shall permit electrical lighting system cables of a minimum six (6) inch diameter bundle to pass into the shelter without damage or alteration to the shelter fabric, exterior canopy, liner, or support structure.

h) Shall provide sufficient holders or fasteners capable of suspending 180 lbs. (plasma screens, lights, etc.) 
i) Shall permit ventilation of fumes, smoke, steam, or heat without the aid of powered ventilating systems in such a manner that the blackout capability and light discipline are not compromised.
j) Shall provide a minimum of four (4) doors with no more than one (1) door on a side.  Each door shall have a TEMPER interface to accommodate a TEMPER vestibule.

k) Shall minimize vector intrusion via detachable/replaceable floor per item (v) and screening on windows.
l) Shall provide available interior floor space to be within 600 to 650 sq. ft. with a minimal interior (liner) peak height of at least eight (8) ft. at the center of the shelter and an interior width no less than 18 ft.

m) Shall provide an anchoring system and be compatible with anchoring systems currently in the Marine Corps inventory. Interest parties may use MIL-P-501P (PIN, TENT, METAL) as a reference/guide.
n) Shall withstand minimum high winds and blowing winds to a minimum of 55 mph steady for a duration of 30 minutes and 65 mph gusts for a duration of two (2) minutes, respectively, and provide protection from snow to a minimum of ten (10) lbs. per sq. ft. for a period of 12 hours without damage when fully erected.  Allowable snow load deflection shall measure no less than six (6) feet from the interior (liner) peak height to the floor.  
o) Shall be operational (to include strike/erect) at a temperatures range of -25°F to 120°F and remain serviceable once erected in that same temperature range.
p) Shall have a minimum field service life of three (3) years, five (5) years preferred; and a minimum unused shelf life of ten (10) years, 15 years preferred.
q) Shall be available in camouflage green 483 and desert tan 459 colors; with the liner being light in color on the interior side.
r) Shall require no user maintenance other than field care and cleaning or replacement of damaged parts; preventative maintenance shall not require striking the shelter.
s) Shall allow field repairs to not exceed 30 minutes during erect and strike.
t) Shall allow erection and use, without damage or permanent distortion, on terrain that varies in slope as much as six (6) in. per 10 ft of linear distance.
u) Shall have no hardware visible from the tent exterior that is not either the color of the shelter exterior or flat black.
v) Shall include a detachable/replaceable floor.
w) Shall require no more than four (4) reusable carrying bag(s)/transport container(s) that do not exceed 92 inches in length and a volume of 91 cu. ft. for the total system.  Each bag/transport container shall be capable of an eight (8) person hand carry at a maximum weight of 500 lbs, not to exceed 850 lbs for all four (4) bags.
2.  REQUIRED RESPONSE TO THIS NOTICE

Interested parties who believe they could develop a product capable of meeting the DRAFT performance characteristics listed in Section 1 above are requested to provide two copies of a capabilities statement addressing all of the following:  
a) 
Data sheets on shelter designs demonstrating the potential to meet the aforementioned DRAFT performance characteristics.

b) 
Estimated length of time required to produce and deliver said shelter design once an order is received, as well as brief description of the supply chain involved (the latter to include business size and location of each supplier/subcontractor/partner).

c)
Cost drivers in the manufacture of the applicable item, to include rough order of magnitude material, infrastructure, and manpower costs.

d)
Current users of similar shelters in similar use environments, to include Department of Defense customers, state government customers, domestic and/or international aid organization customers, etc.

e)
Customary packaging, handling, and storage practices.

f)
Process for handling upgrades and addressing obsolescence.

g)
Quality, reliability, and maintainability experience of past users of your products.

h)
Customary warranty terms and practices.

i)
Description of quality controls and processes, to include verification of quality for incoming materials.

j)
Repair/spare parts availability and lead times on such items.

k)
Customary customer service practices (such as call centers, on-site support, etc.).

l)
Estimated price for the applicable shelter design, including a description of how that price is tied into the information provided in 2.c). above.
m)
Information regarding minimum sustainable order quantities and maximum production capacity of the applicable shelter design assuming 1 shift working an 8-hour day, 5-days a week.
n)
Information regarding business size status to support possible set-aside decisions for any future GPMS procurements. 

o)
Information regarding whether the shelter is being wholly manufactured by the interested party submitting the response or whether the shelter is being manufactured by a different subcontractor. 

p)
If the proposed shelter is being manufactured by other subcontractor(s), the response shall identify those subcontractors(s) and the percentage of the cost they are responsible for in regards to manufacturing the item.

o)  Complete point of contact information, including phone number, e-mail address, and position within the company for the individual to be the single contact between the Government and the interested party on all matters.

3.  INDIVIDUAL BRIEFING SESSIONS

a.  PURPOSE

MARCORSYSCOM will hold individual briefing sessions with only those companies addressing all elements requested in Section 2 above.  The Government intends these sessions to familiarize industry with the GPMS, to provide a forum for industry representatives to discuss with or brief Government personnel on their capabilities, and to review the information provided in response to Section 2 with the individual companies above as well as other items of interest that, through discussion, will assist the Government’s efforts to clearly define the market for the GPMS.  These sessions are unclassified.
b.  RULES
1)  Individual briefing sessions will be held on 29-30 July 2010 starting at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Standard Time, at the North Stafford Center for Business and Technology, 50 Tech Parkway, Stafford, Virginia 22556.

2)  Individual sessions will be scheduled on a first-come first served basis once the responses to Section 2 above are received.  While every effort will be made to accommodate as many companies as possible, the Government does not guarantee each company will be afforded an individual briefing session.
3)  Sessions will be strictly limited to 1-hour blocks.  Each company will only be allotted one session.

4)  Once contacted with a date and time, interested parties must submit a response according to the instructions and timeline provided in Section 4 below containing the name of the company, the company’s CAGE code, primary function (whether as a manufacturer or subcontractor), and the names and citizenship of the individual(s) from the company planning to attend.  Attendance will be limited to no more than three (3) named individuals.  Substitutions will be allowed on a case-by-case basis provided the requested information is provided to the Point of Contact (POC) identified in Section 4 below a minimum of one working day prior to the scheduled session date.  Individuals not registered in this manner will not be allowed to attend the scheduled session. 

5)  Questions will not be answered at the individual sessions.  The Government will post responses to all specific questions or comments submitted at the individual sessions at the Governmentwide Point of Entry (GPE) on or about 3 August 2010.  Briefing slides and any additional information associated with the individual sessions will also be posted to the GPE.
6) Interested parties submitting a response addressing information requested in Section 2 above are not obligated to attend an individual briefing session.  However, no other individual opportunity will be provided.

7)  Individual briefing sessions are limited to interested parties submitting a response addressing all information requested in Section 2 above.  If no response is received or if an incomplete response is received, no individual session will be scheduled. 
8)  The Government will make every reasonable effort to provide video conferencing capabilities for those companies unable to attend in person.  However, the Government does not guarantee that such capability can be made available.   
4.  RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS 

Interested sources should send all questions regarding information contained in this notice, questions regarding the DRAFT PD excerpt, and requested responses via email to lisandra.torres@usmc.mil.  Hard copy submissions will not be accepted and phone calls will not be accepted.  Questions are due no later than 1400 EST 14 July 2010.  Hard copy submissions will not be accepted.  Responses to the questions posed in Section 2 above are due no later than 1400 EST 21 July 2010.  All questions MUST be submitted in writing via e-mail to lisandra.torres@usmc.mil.  Submission of this information is for planning purposes only and is not to be construed as a commitment by the Government to procure any items, or for the Government to pay for the information received.  Any and all information submitted will not be returned.  This is not a solicitation and no such document exists.  Posting of this notice does not guarantee that any further notices or any procurements will be initiated. 
5.  IMPORTANT DATES
14 July 2010 - Questions on information contained in this notice due 
21 July 2010 - Responses addressing all information requested in Section 2 above due  
29-30 July - Industry sessions held
On or about 3 August 2010 - Answers to questions received during individual sessions posted

