Energy Efficiency (E2) Initiative for the General Purpose Medium Shelter (GPMS)

THIS NOTICE IS BEING ISSUED SOLELY FOR INFORMATION AND PLANNING PURPOSES. THERE IS NO SOLICITATION AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME. ANY INFORMATION PROVIDED DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A PROPOSAL, BUT WILL BE CONSIDERED AN EXCHANGE OF CAPABILITIES AND IDEAS. THE GOVERNMENT WILL NOT REIMBURSE INTERESTED SOURCES FOR ANY RESPONSES TO THIS NOTICE OR FOR ANY COSTS INCURRED IN RESPONDING TO THIS NOTICE, OR FOR COSTS INCURRED IN SUBSEQUENT EXCHANGES OF INFORMATION.

Recent guidance drafted by the Department of the Navy (DON) encourages the acquisition and use of energy-efficient products and services to the maximum extent as warranted by the particular procurement.  The objective here is to increase performance, in terms of energy efficiency, of the General Purpose Medium Shelter (GPMS).  To support this DON initiative and fulfill our objective, MCSC is requesting information from industry to gauge current capabilities and promising development efforts to support this initiative.  This will assist MCSC in developing/refining possible energy efficiency criteria and performance parameters, investigating life cycle energy costs, and exploring appropriate energy-related incentives which may provide significant benefits to the Government.  The information contained in this sources sought notice, reference number M67854-10-I-3046, is meant to supplement the information contained in sources sought notice M67854-10-I-3041 for the development, design, and production of a GPMS for use in support of Marine Corps operations.  This energy efficiency initiative is being explored as part of the broader GPMS procurement.  Thus, any information regarding energy efficiency initiatives provided under this notice must be consistent with the information provided under notice M67854-10-I-3041 regarding that interested party’s particular GPMS design.

This notice continues the dialogue with industry regarding the broader GPMS procurement as part of ongoing market research efforts.  To assist with the assessment of the current market, Marine Corps Systems Command (MARCORSYSCOM) seeks feedback from potential offerors on the DRAFT R-value listed below for an energy efficient applicable solution as described in Section 1 below.  The Government offers no guarantee or assurances as to any final performance characteristics should a Request for Proposals incorporating energy efficiency into a broader GPMS procurement be issued.  Any future notices or communications will be published on this website.  Due to the nature of these items, firms must comply with the Berry Amendment in any procurement action(s) resulting from these market research efforts.  The GPMS E2 Extended Capability Module is an optional stand-alone module used to achieve the Marine Corps GPMS energy efficiency objective.  The proposed R-value for this module is as follows:

2.  PERFORMANCE

R-Value:  The GPMS system shall have a minimum thermal resistance value of R-2; R-3 or higher, with values approaching closer to R-5, preferred.

Any other applicable solution offered for consideration shall be compatible with and shall not hinder and/or interfere with any performance characteristics of the GPMS (as contained in sources sought notice M67854-10-I-3041). 

Respondents to this notice are highly encouraged to explore any and all means to achieve the stated R-value or increased insulating performance as the case may be.  This may include, but is not limited to, new shelter designs, advanced fabrics, new liners/subliners, or any combination thereof.  Respondents to this notice are also not limited to discussing only one possible solution.  In addition to providing information on a capability that is now or will soon be available, respondents may also provide information regarding capabilities representing what may be possible in the future.

2.  APPLICABLE USE SCENARIOS

The Government anticipates deploying any applicable energy efficiency modules in the various climates (as defined by Army Regulation (AR) 70-38):  hot, 15%; basic, 80%; cold, 4%; and severe cold, 1%.

3.  REQUIRED RESPONSE TO THIS NOTICE

Interested parties who believe they could develop a solution or solutions capable of meeting (or exceeding) the R-value listed in Section 1 above are requested to provide a capabilities statement addressing all of the following for EACH solution presented:  

a) 	Detailed information on the particular solution discussing the potential to meet the aforementioned R-value.  Format and page count is to be determined by each respondent.  Response may consist of any item required to thoroughly convey the information presented, including, but not limited to, drawings, equations, modeling information, data, etc.  Respondents shall discuss any and all assumptions made.  Please identify as such all proprietary or commercially sensitive information.
	b) 	Timeline for implementation (design, development, production) of said solution, a discussion of any assumptions made in determining that timeline, a discussion of challenges that must be overcome in meeting that timeline, and any other pertinent considerations affecting the presented timeline.  
	c)  Effect, in terms of energy efficiency values and life cycle energy costs, solution may have on GPMS draft performance characteristics presented in solicitation number M67854-10-I-3041.  This may include graphs, models, data, or any other information needed and should clearly present a comparison between the “baseline” GPMS performance and the benefits obtained in terms of energy efficiency using the presented solution.
	d)	A discussion of limits of the proposed solution.
	e)	Cost drivers in the implementation (design, development, production) of the presented solution, a discussion of any assumptions made in determining the cost, a discussion of challenges that must be overcome, and any other pertinent considerations affecting the estimated cost.  
f)	Estimated price for the presented solution to include its effect on the price of the GPMS.  Respondents should discuss any assumptions made in establishing a price estimate.
 g)	Information regarding whether the shelter is being wholly manufactured by the interested party submitting the response or whether the shelter is being manufactured by a different subcontractor. 
h)	A discussion of any and all other pertinent information as it applies to meeting the objective of increasing performance, in terms of energy efficiency, of the GPMS.  
i)  Complete point of contact information, including phone number, e-mail address, and position within the company for the individual to be the single contact between the Government and the interested party on all matters.

4.  RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS 

Questions/comments designed to help interested parties present their capabilities are highly encouraged.  Interested sources should send all questions and requested responses via email to lisandra.torres@usmc.mil.  The Government will post responses to questions or comments submitted to the Navy Electronic Commerce Online (https://www.neco.navy.mil/) and Federal Business Opportunities (https://www.fbo.gov/) websites.  Neither hard copy submissions of questions or responses nor phone calls will be accepted.  Questions are due no later than 1400 local time 12 August 2010.  Capabilities statements from interested parties addressing the questions posed in Section 2 above are due no later than 1400 local time 31 August 2010.  All questions MUST be submitted in writing via e-mail to lisandra.torres@usmc.mil.  Submission of this information is for planning purposes only and is not to be construed as a commitment by the Government to procure any items, or for the Government to pay for the information received.  Any and all information submitted will not be returned.  This is not a solicitation and no such document exists.  Posting of this notice does not guarantee that any further notices or any procurement will be initiated. 


