Family of Optical Systems Industry Conference Notice.

The purpose of this notice is to announce the Marine Corps Systems Command (MARCORSYSCOM) Family of Optical Systems (FOS) Industry Conference, which will be hosted by the Program Manager for Optics Systems (PM Optics) from 8 to 10 March 2011, and to seek vendors interested in participating.  The purpose is to gather information on areas of interest supporting the development of a United States Marine Corps (USMC) Family of Optical Systems and potential interim solutions or increments to replace currently fielded dismounted infantry small-arms sights; enhanced vision systems; small unit leader hand-held observation systems; and illumination devices.  Emphasis shall be on near-term (1-4 year) component (imaging sensor, display, processing units, etc) development, proof-of-concept demonstration and far-term (5+ years out) complete systems integration.  Discussion of other Requests for Information (RFIs) and solicitations for new, near-term, complete optical systems or alternative sources for current capabilities will not be entertained.  This FOS Industry Day Conference Notice is the initiation of periodic market research under Part 10 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) and is not a Request for Proposals (RFP).  The Government does not intend to pay for any information furnished pursuant to this RFI.
Vendors who desire to participate in the FOS Industry Conference should submit responses by 4:00pm on 17 February 2011.  PM Optics will notify vendors of assigned presentation time periods or disapproval for presentation on or about 22 February 2011.  E-mail and FAX submissions will be accepted.  The Government Point of Contact is Ms. Bernetta Burton, FAX 703-432-3526 or email:  bernetta.burton@usmc.mil.  Copies of responses should also be sent to Mr. Ryan Kresse, FAX 703-432-3526 or email:  ryan.kresse@usmc.mil.  Responses should address the accompanying questionnaire that includes the following information:

· Company and presentation title 
· Attendee names and contact information 
· A paragraph detailing topics to be discussed 
· Request for one-on-one period and/or range demonstration period 
· Three preferences for presentation date and time 
· Request for daylight or night range demonstration period, if applicable 
· Request to demonstrate any laser systems Class 3R and below 
· Request for weapon platforms (service rifle, sniper rifle, machine gun) and mounting rails for demonstrating sights

An FOS information paper will be provided with invitations or upon request in returned questionnaires.  One-on-one sessions will be held from 0800 to 1600 on each of the three days at the following address:  DCS Corporation, 17932 S. Fraley Blvd., Suite 101, Dumfries, Virginia 22026.  Range demonstrations will be conducted in the evenings at a range aboard Marine Corps Base (MCB) Quantico.  Locations are subject to change, but will be within the vicinity of MCB Quantico.  Vendor program managers and engineers are specifically encouraged to attend.  The tentative agenda for each day of the FOS Industry Conference is as follows:

• 0800-1200  One-on-one sessions
• 1200-1300  Lunch break 
• 1300-1600  One-on-one sessions
• 1600-1700  Dinner break 
• 1700-2200  Range demonstrations

Range demonstrations will not include live-fire events.  Only weapons supplied by PM Optics or approved replicas/training systems brought by vendors will be permitted on the range or in conference rooms.  Laser systems above Class 3R will not be permitted to operate.  All laser devices must be marked with valid classification labels and shall not be activated during demonstrations without PM Optics’ approval.  Upon receipt of all responses, vendor’s submissions will be evaluated and those demonstrating most value to the Government will be assigned a one-on-one and/or range demonstration time period.  Times will be assigned by PM Optics, but consideration will be given to vendor provided preferences.  One-on-one periods will be limited to 40-55 minutes, including questions and answers.  Range demonstration periods will be limited to 25-40 minutes.  Time will be strictly adhered to and the assigned amount will be based on the total number of invitations with each vendor receiving equal time.  At least two one-on-one conference rooms and two range demonstration observation points will be available.  Vendors should arrive at least 30 minutes prior to their scheduled time period for both one-on-one briefings and range demonstrations.  Vendors are requested to limit participation to no more than four people for both one-on-one sessions and range demonstrations.  The areas of interest to PM Optics are:

· Passive day/night imaging sensors operating in the visible and infrared spectrum, including multi-spectral and multi-color (within a single spectral region) imaging systems 
· Very short duration illumination, range-gated, or flash LIDAR imaging systems for long range target identification and turbulence or scene clutter compensation
· Penetrating sensors to see through urban structures and extreme weather or obscurants, including radio frequency and backscatter x-ray-based imaging systems 

· Multi-spectral optical concepts to facilitate use of common sensor apertures 

· Advanced optical paths utilizing multi-folded optics, distributed aperture arrays, or eye-tracking foveated optics

· Computational imaging concepts utilizing advanced software processing

· Low power, real-time image processing techniques for scene enhancement and near-real-time analysis for aided target detection
· Multi-spectral image fusion processors suitable for dismounted infantry applications 

· High-resolution, low-profile, wide field of view, head-mounted display systems 

· Covert, low-power, high-bandwidth wireless transceivers for transmitting full-motion, high-resolution weapon sight imagery to head-mounted display systems at the individual Marine level (Personal Area Networking)
· Advanced technology demonstration concepts for fully integrated weapon sights and/or enhanced vision systems, including small unit leader observation devices
· Upgrades or modifications to currently fielded USMC optics that add increased capability and extend useful life
· Electro-optics countermeasures and counter-countermeasure systems and concepts
Size, weight, and power are critical attributes for all of the above.  Internally funded or University assisted research and development efforts are of interest, as well as relevant Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency and Army/Navy/Air Force Research Laboratory work.  Vendors should be prepared to answer technical questions and/or bring literature describing detailed performance and physical characteristics of presented systems. 
All Industry Day presentations shall be UNCLASSIFIED.  Vendors are advised that the Government will utilize support contractor/non-government personnel from DCS Corporation, Lockheed Martin Corporation, EOIR Technologies, Fulcrum Corporation, and/or Knowledge Capital Associates.  Proprietary information submitted in response to this announcement and during the Industry Day will be protected from unauthorized disclosure as required by Subsection 27 of the Federal Procurement Policy Act as amended (41 U.S.C. 423) (hereinafter referred to as "the Act") as implemented in the FAR.  These companies are bound contractually by Organizational Conflict of Interest and disclosure clauses with respect to proprietary information.  Supporting contractor personnel are procurement officials within the meaning of the Act, and will take all necessary action to preclude unauthorized use or disclosure of vendor's proprietary data.  PM Optics may request whitepapers for vendor-proposed technology development projects or detailed follow-up briefings following the conference.  Vendors are advised to restrict their presentations to areas of interest specific to dismounted infantry use and minimize discussion of company history and programs not related to PM Optics’ areas of interest.  Applications that DO NOT fall under PM Optics’ areas of responsibility include:
· Vehicle-mounted imaging systems, including driver vision enhancement, remote weapon station fire control, or observation devices 

· Fire control systems for infantry mortars and anti-armor systems 

· Combat identification transceivers or tags 
· Geo-location and precision guided weapon designation systems for aerial and artillery fire support 

· Fixed location observation systems and scatterable or hand-emplaced remote sensing devices 

· Robotic systems
· Command and control systems 

· Communications systems for passing data or imagery beyond the individual Marine 
Special Considerations:  The purpose of the information provided herein is merely to initiate communication with industry.  The content herein is subject to change.  Product or service solicitations that may be active during the Industry Day period will not be discussed.  The Government does not guarantee an RFP will be released concerning the discussed requirements.  This conference in no way obligates the Government to purchase any product.  NOTE:  This notice is for planning purposes only and is issued in accordance with FAR Clause 52.215-3.  No solicitation document exists at this time.  Issuance of this notice does not constitute any obligation on the part of the Government to procure items or to issue a solicitation.  In addition, the Government is under no obligation to pay for information submitted in response to this notice or presentations, and responses to this notice cannot be accepted as offers.  Any information that the vendor considers proprietary should be clearly marked as such.  Proprietary or confidential business information will be received and held in confidence for U.S. Government use only.
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