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Request for Information
For
Program Manager, Non-Lethal Systems
Infantry Weapons Systems 
Marine Corps Systems Command, Quantico, VA 
Disable Point Target (DPT) 
Synopsis:
NOTE:  This Request for Information (RFI) is for planning purposes only and is issued in accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Clause 52.215-3.  No solicitation document exists at this time.  Issuance of this notice does not constitute any obligation on the part of the Government to procure these items or to issue a solicitation.  In addition, the Government is under no obligation to pay for information submitted in response to this RFI, and responses to this notice cannot be accepted as offers.  Any information that the vendor considers proprietary should be clearly marked as such. Responses to this RFI which indicate any identified information therein is proprietary or represents confidential business information will be received and held in confidence for U.S. Government use only.  This RFI is the initiation of market research under Part 10 of the FAR, and is not a Request for Proposal (RFP).  
Marine Corps Systems Command (MARCORSYSCOM), Program Manager, Non-Lethal Systems (PM NLS) is currently seeking information on commercially-available-off-the-shelf (COTS), commercial, or non-developmental products, as defined by FAR 2.101, that may satisfy a Disable Point Target (DPT) capability.  This RFI is being issued to collect information from industry regarding their capability to develop and provide an Un-tethered Non-Lethal System that allows for operational forces to incapacitate a person or multiple personnel from distances with a Threshold of 10-50 meters and an objective of 2-100 meters. This capability includes standoff distance during crowd control/human shield situations in order to minimize injury to non-combatants while reducing the risk of injury to operational forces.  
The DPT system shall:
Be able to stop a threat, render it incapable of voluntary major muscular or major motor skills and remain incapacitated long enough (Threshold 30 seconds, Objective 60 seconds) to allow an operator or others to close with and detain a person at a maximum effective range 50 meters (threshold) 100 meters (Objective). 
· Disable, inhibit, or degrade a person from acting or reacting in a hostile manner so that friendly forces may gain control, minimize interference and/or accomplish a mission or task.
· Provide non-lethal capabilities that include the ability to disable or incapacitate personnel without causing them serious or permanent injury. These incapacitating effects will be temporary and reversible. 
· Be capable of quickly reengaging the target or other targets with minimal replenishment and long recharge times. 
· Be easily understood and operated at a 8th Grade Level. System training and operation should be easily understood in order to reduce the time it takes for an operator to achieve USMC standard level of proficiency for system operation. Training will also include loading/unloading procedure, assembly/disassembly of the system, and limited maintenance procedures on how to properly maintain the weapon system.    
· Allow for the incapacitation of personnel with non-lethal effects while supporting the following Missions: Entry Control Points (ECP), Vehicle Control Points (VCP), Convoy Security, Crowd Control, Cordon, Urban Patrolling, Establish & Secure Perimeter, and Detain Personnel. 
· Allow Marines to acquire a target during the day and night at ranges up to 100 meters or less.
· Allow the Marine to specifically target and apprehend leaders or instigators of a disturbance without endangering bystanders or individuals.
· If attached, be easily installed/uninstalled on infantry weapons as well as be employable with standard night vision devices and weapon sights currently used by Marine. If attached to a weapon system it should not require changing any components of the receiving system. Must be compatible with weapon mounting systems, optics, rails, connections and other individual equipment. The system should not require any extraneous measures or modifications in order to attach or keep the system attached to current weapon systems employed by Marine Forces.  
· Function safely and effectively in maritime operations (over water). The system must also operate effectively after being exposed to water/saltwater environments. 
· Provide the capability to precisely and selectively target hostile threats while minimizing collateral damage.
· Be as light as possible to minimize the combat load of operating forces. 
· Be easily installed and assembled so that operators do not encounter lengthy preparation time to employ the system. 
· Be capable of performing in rugged and rough environments and be able to function despite exposure to extreme weather, shock, and vibration with minimal degradation to operating capabilities and distances.
· Have distinguishable settings so the operator can determine what setting the weapon is on during day time and night time operations. The systems also must have distinguishable settings so the operator can determine lethal and nonlethal effects. 
· Be easily maintained to prevent malfunctions or stoppages and can be easily repaired or cleared of jamming so an operator can quickly re-engage targets. 
· Have the ability to perform mission essential functions despite exposure to electromagnetic interference and jamming capabilities employed by friendly or opposing forces.
· Not require an operator to wear Personal Protective Equipment beyond what a Marine may wear in combat to operate the weapon. 
· Have no mechanical link requiring the operator to be tethered to the target once the weapon is fired. The weapon system shall allow the freedom of movement and be free of any electrical leads that are currently employed by TASER® equipment. 
· The system shall not impact the vision of an operator using night vision optics. 
· Be able to operate in a Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear (CBRN) environments. 
· Be easily decontaminated and placed back into service after being exposed to CBRN environments.
Be electromagnetically compatible with weapons systems currently employed by Marine Forces. The systems must not be susceptible to damage or malfunction from electrostatic discharge during storage, transport, loading, or utilization. 

The government is requesting a written capabilities document, herein referred to as a White Paper, from interested vendors capable of providing the capabilities described in this RFI. The white paper shall include at a minimum the following information:

· Proposed Delivery and Production Schedules
· Integration capability and configuration capability
· Capability to deliver within 12 months from receipt of order
 
There are no page limitations.  Responses should include any advertising or marketing type information.  Vendors are discouraged from submitting any information deemed competition sensitive or proprietary.  However, if vendors elect to submit competition sensitive or proprietary information, vendors bear sole responsibility for marking said information as such to ensure appropriate safeguarding by the Government.

Written responses can be in any format, but electronic media must be in Microsoft Word or Adobe Acrobat formats.  RFI responses may be printed or submitted on a CD, and delivered no later than 29 April 2011, 4:00 p.m. Eastern Time to the following address:

Commander
Marine Corps Systems Command
Infantry Weapons Systems (PG-13) 
Program Manager, Non-Lethal Systems (PMM-136)
Attn:  Patsy Stefan or Lawrence Hubbard
2200 Lester Street 
Quantico, Virginia 22134-6050

Questions regarding this RFI must be received no later than 14 April 2011, 4:00 p.m. Eastern Time. All questions received will be consolidated, answered, and published in an amendment to this RFI.  Questions shall be submitted in writing to lawrence.hubbard@usmc.mil and copied to patsy.d.stefan@usmc.mil.   Telephone calls will not be accepted.

Notice

Vendors are advised that the Government may utilize support contractor/non-Government personnel from Fulcrum Associates, Lockheed Martin Corporation, DCS Corporation, EOIR Technologies, and their subcontractors and consultants to assist in collecting and reviewing market information.  Proprietary information submitted in response to this RFI will be protected from unauthorized disclosure as required by Subsection 27 of the Office of Procurement Policy Act as amended (41 U.S.C. 423) (hereinafter referred to as "the Act") as implemented in the FAR. These companies are bound contractually by Organizational Conflict of Interest and disclosure clauses with respect to proprietary information. Supporting contractor personnel are procurement officials within the meaning of the Act, and will take all necessary action to preclude unauthorized use or disclosure of Contractor's proprietary data.
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