SMART-TE “Request for Information”


Q1) Can a company representative be present/observe testing?

A1) No. The Government will test multiple solutions at once and will preserve the confidentiality of test results as commercially sensitive information. 
 
Q2 The "M67854-11-I-3010 Suspension Material and Retention Technology - Test and Evaluation (SMART-TE) Request for White Paper for Phase III of the SMART-TE Program" document states both; "...parties selected for comparative testing will be provided with a report of their product performance" and "...no performance data will be released outside the Government".  Will we be provided copies of test results for our suspension system?

A2) All individual product providers will be provided with a test report of how their product(s) performed. Test results will not be provided to any non-Government party other than the product provider.
 
Q3) In the "Test Protocols and Test Procedures" document, under "Blunt Impact Test Procedure (abridged)" step 5, it states; "Record sample temperature and confirm that sample is at reference temperature".  How is this going to be accomplished and recorded?

A3) Present plans call for contact measurements of product post conditioning. 
 
Q4) The "M67854-11-I-3010 Suspension Material and Retention Technology - Test and Evaluation (SMART-TE) Request for White Paper for Phase III of the SMART-TE Program" document under "PART 2 Technical" asks for system weight.  Is there a maximum weight bogey and is weight a major consideration?
 
A4) There is no weight bogey.  The Marine Corps is always interested in ways to reduce the total load on the individual Marine.  However, at this point we are looking for innovative deliverable concepts. There is a weight max for the total helmet system but not for each of the subcomponents.

Q5) It appears that for the environmental/wet portion of the testing, the suspension systems will be submerged for a minimum of 12 hours previous to testing.  Is there any requirements related to water absorbency?  

A5) There are no requirements related to water absorbency. The intent is to expose the system to sustained moisture exposure to evaluate any moisture absorbency against performance. 

Q6) After the downselection process is complete, the delivery of the 25 sets will be sent on the 15th of February according to one timeline.  A different delivery schedule in the solicitation explains that a chosen technology would have 15 days following the down selection to send in these 25 sets. 

Which of these timelines should be followed to meet necessary testing criteria?

A6) We expect the review process and notifications to be completed by 31 January 2011.  This would make 15 February 2011 the deadline for the 15 days after notification.  Delay would shift the deadline date to provide 15 days after notification.  

Q7)  I understand that the "draft" test protocols from Johns Hopkins are not to be disseminated.  If we are going to be conducting provisional testing prior to our white paper submittals, can we reference the Johns Hopkins test protocols we utilize for validation reference in the actual test reports? 

A7)  Yes, you may reference the reports in your white paper. 

Q8)  We will be submitting multiple production ready suspension and retention systems.  Are we required to provide separate white papers for each submittal, or can we capture multiple suspension or retention product offerings in each white paper? E.g. one white paper for suspension systems and a second white paper for retention systems.  This may have already been addressed; I just want to be totally clear.  Thanks.

A8)  Please submit a separate white paper for each proposed solution.

Q9)  I was wondering if you all have an idea of when the draft blast procedure
will be released? 

A9)  We anticipate completing the “draft” blast protocols around 10 January 2011, however, that date is tentative and subject to change.

Q10) Will it be posted to NECO/FedBizOps or sent out via email?

A10)  When the blast protocol is completed, there will be a post on NECO/FedBizOps on how to obtain the information.  Interested parties that attended Industry Day, or have requested the briefs and other protocols will receive the Blast Protocol via E-mail.




