	Request for Information (RFI) M67854-11-I-6005 	
NAICS: 541330
Marine Corps Operational Test & Evaluation Activity (MCOTEA) Request for Information (RFI) on Industry Capabilities Relative to the Support of Operational Test & Evaluation

1. Objective.  MCOTEA seeks information from interested contractors in advance of future efforts to acquire contracted Test & Evaluation support for the MCOTEA.  MCOTEA supports the Marine Corps acquisition process through Operational Test and Evaluation (OT&E) of all newly introduced equipment.  Contractor support may include test & evaluation planning, execution, and associated services.  The contractor would perform the majority of work in or near Quantico, Virginia but MCOTEA may designate  other locations via individual task orders to include locations within the continental United States (CONUS), outside the continental United States (OCONUS) and at sea.  

2. Disclosure  

a. This RFI is for planning and informational purposes only and shall not be considered as a request for proposal, an obligation on the part of the Government to issue a request for proposal, and/or obligation on the part of the Government to acquire any products or services. No contract will be awarded from this announcement. 

b. Pursuant to Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) 15.201(e), responses to this RFI are not offers and cannot be accepted by the Government to form a binding contract. Interested parties are solely responsible for all costs and expenses associated with their respective response to this RFI. The Government will not reimburse interested parties for any direct and/or indirect costs and/or expenses associated with their respective responses to this RFI, including, but not limited to any direct and/or indirect costs associated with any submission or information provided to the Government. Moreover, interested parties will not otherwise be entitled to any compensation associated with the Government’s use of any submission or information provided by an interested party to the Government pursuant to this RFI. Furthermore, the information provided in this RFI is notional and may change. The Government is under no obligation to revise any aspect of this RFI should any information provided herein change. The Government will provide any additional information and issue any additional requests for information at its sole discretion.

3. Anticipated future actions associated with this RFI include an Industry Day in the 4th Quarter Fiscal Year (FY) 11, solicitation in the 1st Quarter FY12, and contract award in the 4th Quarter of FY12.  All future actions are tentative and subject to change. 

4. MCOTEA Test & Evaluation processes are addressed in the MCOTEA Operational Test & Evaluation Manual V1.1, 3980/03, 1224, 1 October 2009.  This manual and other information is available on the MCOTEA website at: 
	

5. Industry Reponses

a. Contractors responding to this Request for Information (RFI) are encouraged to succinctly address their capabilities relative to the functional areas identified in this RFI in which the Contractors believe they can be substantially responsive.  These functional areas are identified solely for the purposes of market research.  

b. Any vendor proprietary information must be marked as such on a page-by-page basis. The Government will not assume that any of the information provided by a respondent is proprietary unless it is conspicuously marked. Only information identified as proprietary will be treated as such.  Interested firms must provide the following information: (a) company name, company address, overnight delivery address (if different from mailing address), CAGE code, point of contact, e-mail address, telephone number, fax number; and (b) indicate business size (i.e., large, foreign, small disadvantaged, veteran owned, minority owned, etc) to the Government representative listed below.

6. Responses are to be provided in two parts.    

a. Part One of a response shall address capabilities relative to core functional areas, presented in a matrix format with rows corresponding to the specific subparagraphs listed in this RFI.  The matrix shall be in a MS Excel 2007 compatible, READ/WRITE format.  Companies are encouraged to address technical capabilities, related past performance, and principal labor categories associated with each functional area.  

b. Part Two of a response shall address the Contractor’s labor categories identified in Part 1, identifying qualifications and responsibilities typically associated with each labor category, as well as labor rates established through GSA schedules or other means.

7. Part One - Functional areas

a. Management  

(1) Contract Administration.  The Government seeks information concerning management structure, reporting, and document management, to include security of information.  

(2) Task Order Management.  Contractors should address ability to establish work breakdown structures, associated schedules, effectively align workforce skill sets, as well as addressing change management, and risk management capabilities. 

(3) Quality Control (QC) & Quality Assurance (QA).  Discuss the approach to QA and QC.

(4) Overseas Travel & Shipboard Operations.  T&E efforts may require travel internationally, to include locations such as Afghanistan.  Additionally, shipboard operations may be required.  The Contractor should address their ability to travel to and work in these environments. 

(5) Classified Material.  Capabilities to perform in unclassified to Secret level endeavors should be addressed to include   security clearance, classified document storage, classified workspaces, and SIPRNET access.  

(6) Organizational Conflicts of Interest (OCI).  As an independent operational test agency, MCOTEA must ensure that Contractor services provided are consistent with MCOTEA’s independent role.  Information is desired on review and resolution procedures relative to potential OCI and associated Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) and Defense FAR Supplement (DFARS) requirements.

b. Cost Management.  Contractors are encouraged to provide information addressing abilities to manage costs in a task order based, Fixed Price and Cost Plus Fixed Fee contract environment.  This includes means of reporting and achieving efficiencies, to include the use of leading and lagging metrics.  Responders to this RFI shall address how they meet or exceed the “General Standards” in accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 9.104-1. 

c. Technical  

(1) Integrated Testing.  Abilities to engage in the collaborative planning and collaborative execution of test phases and events to provide data in support of independent analysis, evaluation, and reporting by all stakeholders, particularly the developmental (both contractor and government testing) and operational test and evaluation communities as discussed in ODUSD(A&T) and Director, Operational Test and Evaluation memorandum, “Definition of Integrated Testing,” April 25, 2008 shall be described.  Integrated test capabilities are further interpreted (and should be considered in the Contractor’s response) in the United States Marine Corps Integrated Test & Evaluation Handbook, 6 May 2010, also available on the MCOTEA website.  

(2) System of Systems (SOS) T&E.  The ability to support planning, testing, and evaluation of systems with substantial interoperability aspects shall be described.

(3) System Evaluation.  The ability to apply sound analysis methodologies, including statistical analyses of designed experiments, in evaluation planning and subsequent evaluations of results shall be described.

(4) Test Planning, Conduct, and Reporting.  The ability to plan, execute, and report test results shall be described.

(5) Live Fire T&E.  The ability to interpret lethality and system survivability requirements and subsequently support plan-test-evaluate activities shall be described.

(6) Reliability.  The ability to interpret system reliability requirements and subsequently support plan-test-evaluate activities shall be described.

(7) Human Factors & Safety (HF&S).  The ability to interpret system HF&S requirements and subsequently support plan-test-evaluate activities shall be described.

(8) Test Data Management.  Test database development, data storage, and data access capabilities, both unclassified and secure, shall be described.  

(9) Verification, Validation and Accreditation (VV&A) Support.  Contractor capabilities in supporting VV&A actions in DT&E and OT&E activities shall be described.  

(10) Modeling & Simulation (M&S) Support.  Contractor capabilities in supporting M&S planning, execution, and reporting in association with integrated testing efforts shall be described.    

(11) Information Assurance (IA) Assessment.  Contractor capabilities in supporting IA and Information Operations (IO) assessments shall be described.  

(12) Process Improvement.  MCOTEA engages in continuous process improvement.  Discuss the ability to innovate and provide substantive contributions, as well as the ability to support implementation through training or other means, shall be described.

d. Logistics

(1) Government Furnished Equipment (GFE).  The Contractor may be required to take and maintain custody of GFE in the execution of specific task orders. Describe capabilities in meeting Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 52.245-1 “Government Property” in this regard.

(2) Ranges & Resources.  The Contractor should describe capabilities in coordinating logistic support, including range and facility support, and revising resource allocation recommendations during test planning relative to specific test events.  

(3) Safety.  Describe capacity for developing safety plans as part of the test planning process.

(4) Test Assets.  Describe capabilities to provide unique test equipment in response to short-term, task order specific OT&E requirements.    

(5) Facilities.  Describe facilities to support conferences, reviews, and other activities associated with task order execution.
8. Part Two – Labor Categories, qualifications and rates
a. Provide qualifications associated with the contractor’s labor categories, along with labor rates associated with the Northern Virginia area.
b. Additionally, provide any GSA schedule (if applicable) associated with the functional areas noted within this RFI.
c. Lastly, provide any relevant past or present awarded government contract numbers that may aid us in understanding past and current performance.

9. Instructions to Submit Responses
a. Written response to this RFI shall not exceed a total of 25 pages, not including cover page, on 8 x 11 page size with font no smaller than 10.  The 25 page limit includes a completed Part One matrix and Part Two response.  The Part One response is to be submitted in an Excel 2007 compatible version as a READ/WRITE electronic copy saved to a CD.
b. Provide written responses to this RFI via mail, or hand delivered by submitting two (2) hard copies along with an electronic copy placed on CD.  All responses to this RFI shall be submitted no later than 1530, Wednesday 20 April 2011 to:
Marine Corps Operational Test & Evaluation Activity
Attn: Mr. John J. Wahl, Procurement Contracting Officer 
2032 Barnett Ave
QUANTICO MCB VA 22134-5014
10. Questions related to this RFI shall only be addressed in writing via email.  Direct questions to both points of contact: Email: james.dixon@usmc.mil;john.wahl@usmc.mil
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