
Request for Information

The Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) intends to hold a combined Industry Day for Marine Air Ground Task Force (MAGTF) C2 Systems and Applications (MC2SA) programs on 28 October 2011.  In addition, MCSC aslo plans to hold one-on-one informational exchanges the following week concerning Tactical Services Oriented Architecture (TSOA) and ancillary program initiatives to be used as market research for any potential upcoming competition(s).    

To register for this Industry Day, please send an e-mail request to Edward McGrail, edward.mcgrail@usmc.mil no later than COB (1700 EST) 21 October 2011.  Identify subject as “MC2SA Industry Day Attendance Request”.  Requests received after 1700 EST will not be accepted.  This request should list all personnel attending and a single POC for coordination of Industry Day instructions.  Companies are limited to 10 attendees for the Industry Day.  The Marine Corps Systems Command will provide detailed Industry Day coordinating instructions, including agenda and specific location via e-mail to those who register to attend.  Location and agenda details will not be posted on the NECO website. 

MCSC will also post a Draft SOW for a potential TSOA competition to NECO/FEDBIZOPPs website no later than 2 weeks prior to Industry Week. 

Background:  MC2SA has a need to participate in a net-centric environment by transitioning Command and Control (C2) information assets and Tactical Data Systems (TDS) from current stove-piped, point-to-point systems to a Service-Oriented Architecture (SOA) as directed in DoD Directive (DoDD) 8320.02, “Data Sharing in a Net-Centric Department of Defense.”  Additionally, the recognition of an environment of fiscal constraint, reduction in structure and emphasis on the Marine Corps as a middleweight force requires a disciplined approach to ensure that MAGTF C2 capability.  The goal is to ensure that we balance desired capability with economic reality and support reduction of our systems inventory (and by extension our sustainment and training costs) but also develop innovative approaches to better prepare for future conflict in increasingly dynamic, hostile and widely dispersed conditions. 

In order to support the goals described previously, a key element is the utilization of a Tactical SOA (TSOA) which supports a Service Oriented Environment (SOE).  TSOA is a time-bound collection of software components which provide a common standard infrastructure for Command and Control (C2) applications.  The near term and mid-term goals for TSOA envision a scale-able light weight common infrastructure to provide operational capabilities C2 in support of joint and coalition operations focused on the tactical edge.  Rapid capability is envisioned through development, re-use and adoption of reusable “building blocks” through the use of services.  These services can be small applications developed rapidly to support specific functional needs and operator-specific displays.  The strategic goal is for C2 capabilities that are fielded faster, agile, flexible, easy to use, sustainable, maintainable and include continuous, end-to-end engagement to ensure capability of need traceability.  These common capabilities will be deployed to the operating forces utilizing existing platforms provided by existing programs such as the Combat Operations Center, the USMC GCCS-J/Tactical Combat Operations (TCO) and Joint Tactical Common Workstation (JTCW). 

Critical goals of TSOA is to identify critical standards, specifications, practices, patterns for development and software in order to provide capabilities in the form of services and applications.  Additionally it is focused upon a class of solutions that are scalable in nature and provide seamless interface/interoperability mechanisms which interoperate with external joint and coalition initiatives (JC2, CANES, etc).  While the TSOA will be a key thrust, there will also be a series of technology, process and science and technology initiatives to transform future MAGTF C2 over the next five years.  The goals of the supplementary initiatives are intended to reduce technical risk, identify re-use candidates, identify and incorporate commercial industry business/technology trends in order to upgrade capability and to reduce life cycle IT cost.

In order to support these preceding goals, PdM MC2SA is interested in understanding existing capabilities, technologies and offerings from vendors to achieve these goals or discuss viability of new emerging technologies.  PdM MC2SA is also interesting in understanding the application of agile management across SOA efforts.

It is the Government's intent at this time to hold exchanges of information to improve understanding of Government requirements and increase efficiency in future proposal preparations and thereby enhance the Government's ability to obtain quality supplies and services at reasonable and affordable prices.  Beginning on 31 October 2011 after the completion of Industry Day briefs, potential prime contractor teams for TSOA and other MC2SA applications are invited and encouraged to participate in four days of one-on-one exchanges of information with MC2SA team.  Participation is not a prerequisite for future exchanges.  One (1) 60 minute time slot per company is available to participate in one-on-one exchanges between a potential contractor team and the Government team.  If your company has separate divisions, business units, etc., please coordinate with those entities, as you will only be allowed one presentation slot for all divisions, business units, etc.  Due to the limited time, the meetings will be set up on a first-come-first-served basis.  After time slots for the four days are filled, no more presentations will be granted.  Presentations will begin at 0900 and go until 1700, with a lunch break from 1200-1300 on Oct 31st.  Presentations will begin at 0800 and go until 1700, with a lunch break from 1200-1300 on Nov 1st- Nov 3rd  (31 presentations in total).  Presentations shall consist of up to a 35 minute briefing/slideshow, approximately 15 minutes of questions from the Government team, and 10 minutes to set up/break down.  Vendors shall not go over the 60 minutes allotted.  The Government will provide a projector and screen, however all presentations must be saved and submitted on CD.  NO FLASH DRIVES/FLASH MEMORY WILL BE ALLOWED, NO EXCEPTIONS.  Presenters are responsible for producing and providing any handouts.  Participation is limited to no more than eight (8) industry representatives per meeting.  To set up one-on-one appointments, send e-mail to Edward McGrail, edward.mcgrail@usmc.mil not later than  COB (1700) 21 October 2011.  No requests can be processed if received after this date and time for these particular discussions due to processing procedures.  Identify subject as “MC2SA Industry Exchange”.  Include individuals name and company for each attendee.  Confirmation will be sent via e-mail and will include directions and points of contact for assistance. 

It is hoped that the results of these government/industry interactions will provide insight to support future capabilities such as: 

· TSOA baseline and platform builds (i.e. COC software increments),
· Rapid Response and Integration (R2I) (i.e. Agile software development of services and applications),
· Marine Corps Software Resource Center (MCSRC) (i.e. the Application Store) Concepts 
· Cloud and virtualization technologies that can be applied at the tactical edge, and 
· Agile Program Management techniques.


The focus of presentations should be on TSOA, Tactical Edge capabilities and challenging operating environments in which the USMC fields capability.  As such, vendors are welcome to address such issues as:

· Technologies based upon Open Source Solutions, Virtualization in context of cloud computing (tactical clouds, hybrid, etc), SOA,virtualization, Semantic Web Technologies for data interoperability and data tagging,
· Application and Mobile Web Applications, and requisite computing infrastructures,
· Mechanisms and technology for the creation of composite and compose-able applications,
· Existing products for re-use, adoption and capabilities in order to support rapid deployment of new USMC capabilities in consonance with Service and Joint goals,
· Exposure of corporate capabilities (via other Service/Joint deployment) and expertise in innovative or emerging areas (support deploying cloud, mobile capabilities, etc) and
· Exposure of corporate lessons learned in reducing IT cost drivers


Vendor presentations should be based on the particular areas to be addressed and potential lessons learned the government should consider and assess, while minimizing corporate background briefings.  


NOTE: This Request for Information is for planning purposes only and is issued in accordance with FAR Clause 52-215-3.  No solicitation document exists at this time.  Issuance of this notice does not constitute any obligation on the part of the Government to procure these items or to issue a solicitation.  Additionally, the Government is under no obligation to pay for information submitted in response to this RFI or event and responses to this notice cannot be accepted as offers.  Any information that the vendor considers proprietary should be clearly marked. 

