REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 

ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE (ASW) EXPENDABLE TRAINING TARGET
Solicitation Number:  N00024-13-R-6404
SYNOPSIS

Market research and Request for Information (RFI) for the new six-inch anti-submarine warfare (ASW) expendable training target.

DISCLOSURE

This Request for Information (RFI) is issued for informational and planning purposes only. This is not a Request for Quotes (RFQ) or a Request for Proposals (RFP). It is not to be construed as a commitment by the Government to issue a solicitation or ultimately award a contract. Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) is currently conducting market research to locate qualified, experienced, responsible, and interested potential sources. The information requested by this RFI will be used within the U.S. Navy to facilitate decision making and will not be disclosed outside of the Government, except with support contractors.  Respondents are solely responsible for properly marking and clearly identifying any proprietary information or trade secrets contained within their response. The Government will not be liable for, or suffer any consequential damages for any proprietary information not properly marked and clearly identified. Proprietary information received in response to this RFI will be safeguarded and handled in accordance with applicable Government regulations. Any information provided by industry to the Government as a result of this RFI is voluntary.  Responses to the RFI will not be returned. Your response is not an offer and does not commit the Government to pay any costs incurred in preparation of any submission to this market survey, or to contract for supplies/services. The information obtained from industry responses to this notice may be used in the development of the acquisition strategy and any future requests for proposals. No RFP solicitation documents exist at this time.
PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) Program Executive Office (PEO) Submarines (PEOSUB), Undersea Weapons Program Office (PMS404), is issuing this RFI to help determine the technical and manufacturing capabilities, knowledge, experience level, and qualifications of industry to meet the Government’s needs to develop and build a new, next-generation, six-inch, expendable, ASW training target.  The Navy is seeking sources that can provide technical and manufacturing capabilities for design, system integration, hardware and software production, and tests, all of which incorporate comprehensive quality processes and maximize the use of open system architecture.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The intent of this target is to be  expendable in open ocean and in U.S. ASW training ranges as a self-propelled undersea vehicle that can be air launched from both fixed- wing (P8) and rotary-wing aircraft, and can also be two-person hand-launched over the side of ASW surface ships.  The operations are to be similar to the current MK39 Mod 2 EMATT target but with a larger diameter of up to six (6) inches.  It will have improved coverage of passive frequency tonals analogous to the MK30 heavyweight target capabilities, be capable of processing all U.S. current system active emissions and developmental ASW systems active sonar signals, a deployable towed array with hydrophone receiver for sonar acoustic response and target remote control, and an expanded performance envelope to better simulate submarine threats when compared to the MK39 Mod 2 EMATT.  The new target envisioned will be capable of launching from a torpedo stow on P-8 and MH60R aircraft with a goal to be able to launch from the P-8 gravity tube.  Future planning would also include a version launchable from U.S. submarines.    After water entry and upon reaching a predetermined depth, the target would activate itself and initiate its programmed run.  Operation will consist of a dynamic run trajectory that is actively controlled in depth and course with a run maneuver function, predetermined by an on-board run programmer.  The run programmer will contain separate run programs that are selectable by the user on the target with no additional external interface (i.e., similar in functionality to the external selector switch on the EMATT), or the target can be programmed uniquely by the user with appropriate interface equipment.  The target will operate as an acoustic response system for the U.S. active sonar and U.S. torpedo frequencies, which accurately repeats the spectral content of the interrogation.  The target will also generate continuous discrete tonals, and broadband signature for passive detection.  The amplitudes of the tonals as a group will be programmable.  The target will be programmed to be compatible with either the MK72 or MK84 range tracking systems.  The target will be  a fully-ready, prepackaged item with no ancillary equipment required when provided to the Fleet for operations, with an optional standalone programmer to meet the reprogrammable capability discussed above.  
PLANNED ACQUISITION AND ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

In the event a solicitation is issued, the Government anticipates that the program requirement will be fulfilled via a competitively awarded development contract.  The contract for development of the new, six-inch ASW target is anticipated to be awarded by the second half of FY15. The development build will be based upon a Government Issued specification.  The specification is currently being developed and will be ready in FY14.  This RDT&E funded contract is expected to consist of the base year for the commencement of the development effort followed by an option year in FY16 of up to 100 Engineering Development Models.  Subsequent delivery and support testing is expected to continue in FY17 and FY18.  Support testing will include Engineering Services options for travel, issuance of Technical Instructions and testing support to Government personnel.  Continued OPTION Engineering Service funding is expected though FY19 after the development and testing to continue performance investigations.  The Contractor will be required to deliver a Technical Data Package (TDP) with the final delivery after meeting and demonstrating full compliance with the Contract Specifications and Statement of Work. The TDP will have a minimum of government purpose technical data rights on all non-commercial hardware and software that will enable the Government to procure Low Rate Production and Full Rate Production units competitively.
The contract is currently contemplated as a “Cost-Plus-Fixed-Fee” (CPFF) type contract for development. If industry has experience with other contract types for a development contract, please include any advantages and/or disadvantages of other than a CPFF type contract as part of your discussion.

REQUESTED INFORMATION

Respondents are requested to provide the following information and to tailor their responses based on their proposed team or company strategy. Responses are expected within 45 days of RFI issuance.  Citing prior experience related to the questions will aid the government in the assessment of industry capability.

1. Describe your capabilities, experience, and knowledge of anti-submarine warfare, unmanned undersea vehicle systems and experience building low cost expendable systems. Provide a summary of your past experience with development programs leading to a Production and Deployment phase.  Identify the name of agency/client that awarded the contract; total project price (to include all options); and  the contract magnitude and points of contact (POC) for each example provided (name of the POC, address, e-mail, telephone number, fax number, and the company's web page, if applicable).
2. Identify any risks you perceive with the proposed strategies (technical, cost drivers, schedule) and describe reasonable/achievable alternatives to reduce the risks.  Include a discussion of the contract type planned for developed and other contract types the contractors have used for similar work with the advantages and disadvantages of these types from the contractors prospective
3. Identify the critical corporate capabilities and certifications necessary to achieve the proposed procurement approaches referenced above.  Examples of capabilities and certifications include quality processes, failure analysis and corrective actions, and International Standards Organizations Certifications. 

Describe your capabilities and experience with assembly and production of complex electronic and/or mechanical components and test equipment, including test processes, subcontractor/vendor management, and manufacturing process 
4. Identify whether your company is currently designated as a Small Business, as defined in the Federal Acquisition Regulation Subpart 19.1 and provide the appropriate category (e.g. Small Business (SB), Small Disadvantaged Business (SDB), etc.).  Small Business size standards are published by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and may be found at www.sba.gov/size/sizetable2002.html
SUBMISSION DETAILS

Respondents should provide a company profile to include the following:
i) Company name

ii) Company address

iii) Point of contact

iv) Email address

v) Website address

vi) Telephone number

vii) Business category (i.e., large, small, disadvantaged, veteran-, woman-owned, etc.)

viii) Number of employees
Please limit your response to not more than 25 single-sided pages or less (including cover and administrative pages); 1-inch margins; and 12 point font. The format should be Microsoft Word for Office 2003 (or newer) compatible.  Each submission should include one electronic (virus scanned) copy sent via e-mail to the Department of the Navy, Naval Sea Systems Command, Attention: Ms. Traci Mercer, email: traci.mercer@navy.mil  or by mail to:  NAVAL SEA SYSTEMS COMMAND, Attention: Ms. Traci Mercer, 1333 Isaac Hull Avenue, SE, Washington Navy Yard, DC 20376-2040 no later than COB (1600), EST (45 days after RFI  issuance)……………….………

Responses that contain sensitive or classified information should be marked accordingly and submitted to………………. via SIPRNET at …..SIPRNET email address….., or by classified fax at …………………………...  If the classified information cannot be electronically transmitted through either of these means, the information should be sent via overnight delivery services (either Federal Express or the U.S. Postal Service) using the appropriate labeling procedures:

No facsimile responses will be accepted. Any submissions received after 1600 EST, 04 February, 2013 will not be considered. The Government reserves the right to reject any industry input in whole or in part as a result of this announcement. 

Questions concerning this requirement should be directed to the Contract Specialist in writing, via email to: traci.mercer@navy.mil
Should the Government release an RFP as a result of this announcement; the RFP will be posted on FedBizOpps at https://www.fbo.gov and https://www.neco.navy.mil
Contracting Office Address: 

Department of the Navy

Naval Sea Systems Command

ATTN: Ms. Traci Mercer (SEA 026)

1333 Isaac Hull Avenue, SE

Washington Navy Yard, DC 20376-2040

Email Address: traci.mercer@navy.mil 
Telephone: 202-781-2931
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