N00164-12-S-NB06 - SOURCES SOUGHT - LIGHTWEIGHT .338 CALIBER AMMUNITION - 
FSG 1305 - NAICS 332992 - Issue Date:  20 MAR 2012 - Closing Date:  30 MAR 2012 

This solicitation is being posted to both the Federal Business Opportunities (FBO) page located at http://www.fbo.gov/ and the Navy Electronic Commerce on Line (NECO) site located at https://www.neco.navy.mil/  While it is understood that FBO is the single point of entry for posting of synopsis and solicitations to the internet, NECO is the alternative in case FBO is unavailable.  Please feel free to use either site to access information posted by NSWC Crane. 

MARKET SURVEY - SOURCES SOUGHT SYNOPSIS:  The Government is issuing this sources-sought announcement as part of market research to investigate the availability of a lightweight .338 caliber cartridge to be used in bolt-action sniper rifles. All interested sources are encouraged to submit company and product literature, test results, and other pertinent information for the Government’s consideration.

Preferably the offering should be at a minimum Technology Readiness Level 7 (prototypes already tested).

The lightweight cartridge case should be at least 30% lighter than the current brass case round.

The desired precision is no less than 1.0 MOA Extreme Vertical Spread (EVS) at 1,000 yards and 1.5 MOA EVS at 1,640 yards.

Projectile velocity shall be optimized for precision at 1,640 yards. The maximum spread and standard deviation of the corrected muzzle velocity at ambient temperature should be minimized to the greatest extent possible.

Chamber pressures shall be within safe limits as prescribed by applicable industry standards or manufacturer’s recommendations.

The cartridge shall function reliably in an operating temperature range of -20°F to +165°F.  The propellant shall offer temperature stability such that the chamber pressures remain within safe limits as described above, and the variance between corrected average muzzle velocity at -20°F and corrected average muzzle velocity at +165°F is minimized to the greatest extent possible.  The variance between corrected average muzzle velocities at extreme temperatures and corrected average muzzle velocity at 70°F should also be minimized to the greatest extent possible.

Interested vendors should respond to the POC below by 5:00 PM Eastern Daylight Time on 30 March, 2012.  The Technical Point of Contact (POC) for this effort is Mr. Graham Endris, graham.endris@navy.mil or 812-854-2495.  The mailing address is: NAVSURFWARCENDIV Crane, ATTN: Mr. Graham Endris, Code JXNN, Bldg 3422, 300 Highway 361, Crane IN 47522-5001.

 At the current time, NO FUNDING IS AVAILABLE for contractual efforts.  This sources sought synopsis does not constitute an Invitation for Bids (IFB), a Request for Quote (RFQ), or a Request for Proposal (RFP) and it should not be construed as a commitment of any kind by the government to issue a formal solicitation or ultimately award a contract. The US Government is in no way liable to pay for or reimburse any companies or entities that respond to this announcement.  Any costs incurred by interested companies in response to this announcement will NOT be reimbursed.

All information marked as proprietary information will be safeguarded to prevent disclosures to non-government personnel and entities.  Your interest in this response is appreciated.   All interested sources are encouraged to submit information to NAVSURFWARCENDIV Crane by close of business 30 March, 2012.  Questions regarding this announcement may be directed to the Contracting Officer, Ms. Diane Bright, Code CXMQED, Bldg. 3422, NAVSURFWARCENDIV, Crane, IN 47522, (812) 854-2938, or diane.bright@navy.mil

Please refer to announcement number N00164-12-S-NB06 in all correspondence and communication.

