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JUSTIFICATION AND APPROVAL
OTHER THAN FULL AND OPEN COMPETITION
Ref. WEATHEREXTENSION

1.  Contracting Activity. NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center Norfolk (NAVSUP FLCN) Contracting Department, Norfolk, Virginia proposes to procure, by other than full and open competition, weather observation and forecasting services for a four (4) month period under a new bridge contract with Control Systems Research, Inc. as required by the Fleet Weather Center Norfolk, 9141 Third Avenue, Norfolk, VA  23511.

2.  Description of the Action Being Approved.  This is a non-competitive action for a new bridge contract with Control Systems Research, Inc. (CSR).  

The current bridge contract is scheduled to expire on 30 September 2011.  The Government requires a new bridge contract for a one (1) month base period with three (3), one month option periods through 31 January 2012. This bridge contract is necessary to allow GAO ample time to render a decision from the protest received 21 September 2011. The Government has a continuing need for the services being provided under the current bridge contract, N00189-09-P-0311. 

  
3.  Description of Supplies/Services.  Fleet Weather Center Norfolk requires Weather Observation Services at twenty (20) Naval Air Stations, Outlying Landing Fields and Auxiliary Landing Fields across the United States and in Cuba.  Weather Forecasting Services are required at six (6) of the twenty (20) locations.  
									
4.  Statutory Authority Permitting SOLE SOURCE:  Section 4202 of the Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996, a sole source acquisition under the authority of the Test Program for Certain Commercial Items, as implemented by FAR 13.501(a). 

5.  Rationale Justifying Use of Cited Statutory Authority:  The incumbent contractor, Control Systems Research, has personnel in place that are trained and certified and have current Common Access Cards.  The incumbent contractor has a satisfactory performance record, and is willing to accept this bridge contract. 

 These weather observation and forecasting services are mission critical for aviation support. Because the aviation industry is especially sensitive to the weather, accurate weather forecasting is essential.  Pilots rely heavily on the forecasters and observers for weather conditions when taking off and landing. Military weather forecasters provide pre-flight and in-flight weather briefs to pilots and provide real time resource protection services for military installations. Similarly to the private sector, military weather forecasters present weather conditions to the war fighter community.  In essence, the Navy provides a special service to both themselves and the rest of the federal government by issuing forecasts for storms, hurricanes, and tropical cyclones. In other words, the Naval Air Stations cannot operate without the weather forecasters and the observers.  

Awarding to another contractor would put the pilots and the military community at risk due to the potential of a gap in service.  The potential for this gap exists as a new contractor would be required to obtain new Common Access Cards (CAC).  Additionally, it would be necessary for a new contractor to provide proof of all employees’ certifications to the Fleet Weather Center for review.  These processes can take up to thirty (30) days.  

If a new bridge contract is not in place by 30 September 2011, air traffic at the twenty (20) Naval Air Stations will be suspended.  Suspension of flight operations would seriously impact the Navy’s mission and the military war fighters because operating without the weather observers and forecasters could result in serious injury, death or destruction of government property.    

6.  Description of Efforts Made to Solicit Offers from as Many Offerors as Practicable:  There are no known vendors that can immediately step in to provide the required services.  The proposed bridge contract will be synopsized on the Navy Electronic Commerce Online (NECO) website.  

7.  Determination of Fair and Reasonable Cost.  The Contracting Officer will make a determination of fair and reasonableness of price based upon price analysis of the contractor’s quote as it compares to previous purchase history or published price list of the same or similar items in accordance with FAR 13.106-3.

8.   Actions to Remove Barriers to Future Competition.  
The follow-on contract was accepted by the Small Business Administration and was competed for an 8(a) award.  
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