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FLEET AND INDUSTRIAL SUPPY CENTER, NORFOLK

CONTRACTING DEPARTMENT, PHILADELPHIA OFFICE

700 ROBBINS AVENUE

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19111-5083

J&A Number 11-051
JUSTIFICATION AND APPROVAL

FOR USE OF SOLE SOURCE

1. Contracting Activity:  

Fleet and Industrial Supply Center (FISC) Norfolk Contracting Department, Philadelphia Office, 700 Robbins Ave., Building 2B, Philadelphia, PA 19111-5083.   

2. Description of the Action Being Approved: 

Award of a contract on a sole source basis to Helms Medical Institute for Battlefield Acupuncture Refresher Training services for the Wounded Warrior Pain Care Initiative at the National Naval Medical Center.
3. Description of Supplies/Services:  

The purpose of this requirement is for the procurement of refresher training to increase the knowledge base of those who provide Acupuncture treatment to the Wounded Warriors, TBI and PTSD patients and to increase the use of Complementary and Alternative methods in pain management, it will serve as additional training in Acupuncture for prior Helms Medical Institute (HMI) course graduates.  This will ensure that the physicians who care for Wounded Warriors and those who are due to deploy, are fully trained in the art, science and delivery of Acupuncture-based Battlefield Pain Management, so that they can apply these techniques to alleviate further pain and suffering, particularly during the long aero medical transfers from AOR to the CONUS, of severely wounded warriors.  This is a four day training course.  Upon completion of the course, the attendees will have developed and refined skills in scalp acupuncture and auriculotherapy and will be able to integrate the logic of acupuncture energetic circulation into needle patterns.  Attendees will receive a presentation of rapid treatment pearls from battlefield acupuncture to piezoelectric stimulation and formulae for general medical problems accessible to acupuncture.  The estimated value will be approximately $190,605.00.  The effort will be funded with FY11 O&MDHP funds.  The services are required to begin no later than 17 June 2011. 

4. Statutory Authority Permitting Other Than Full and Open Competition: 

The statutory authority permitting other than full and open competition is section 4202 of the Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996, as implemented by FAR 13.501(a), a sole source acquisition under the authority of the test program for certain commercial items.

5. Rationale Justifying Use of Cited Statutory Authority:  

The need for this effort is to ensure that physicians who are due to deploy in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and/or Operation Enduring Freedom are fully trained in the art, science and delivery of Acupuncture-based Battlefield Pain Management so that they can apply these techniques to alleviate further pain and suffering of severely wounded warriors.  Significant benefits are anticipated to result from the deployment of therapeutic modality.  In addition to alleviating severe and/or refractory pain with advanced acupuncture techniques, there is a substantial expectation that such an approach could improve long term outcomes by significantly reducing the risk of clinical dependence on narcotic analgesics.  Enhanced pain management can be expected to facilitate an earlier commencement of advance rehabilitative care and expedited return to either full duty or to an alternative career path. 
This advanced course is for physicians that have already been trained at HMI.   It is mission critical for HMI to provide the training to ensure that the treatment provided to the wounded warriors is consistent, as not to disrupt current protocol.  HMI is the only accredited Institute that can provide the resources to develop and refine previous course graduates’ skills in scalp acupuncture, auriculotherapy, and of presentations of rapid treatment pearls from battlefield acupuncture piezoelectric stimulation.   
6.  Description of Efforts Made to Solicit Offers from as Many Offerors as Practicable:  
An intent to issue a sole source purchase order to HMI was synopsized on NECO and FedBizOpps on 9 June 2011.   To date, no challenges have been received. This requirement is for an advanced level training course for physicians that have already been trained by HMI.  In order to maintain consistency amongst practices, the advanced training must be provided by HMI.   Based on this research, it was determined that there is no competitive alternative at this time.
7.  Determination of Fair and Reasonable Cost.  

The Contracting Officer has determined the anticipated cost to the Government of the supplies/services covered by this J&A will be fair and reasonable. 

8.  Actions to Remove Barriers to Future Competition:  

All future requirements will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

9.  Contracting Point of Contact: 

The point of contact at Fleet and Industrial Supply Center Norfolk, Contracting Department, Philadelphia Office is Laura Mattiford, Code 280.3Y, at DSN 442-9674, commercial (215) 697-9674 or by e-mail at laura.mattiford@navy.mil. 
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