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J&A# 13-027
JUSTIFICATION AND APPROVAL
FOR USE OF SOLE SOURCE


1.  IDENTIFICATION OF AGENCY AND CONTRACTING ACTIVITY:  The requiring activity is the Nimitz Library of the US Naval Academy; the contracting activity is the FLC Norfolk Contracting Department, Philadelphia Office.

2.  DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION BEING APPROVED:  Award of a firm fixed price contract on a sole source basis for one year subscription of online publications from Elsevier B.V.  

3.  DESCRIPTION OF SUPPLIES/SERVICES:  The proposed acquisition is to purchase a one year subscription of ScienceDirect for access to online journals and other publications. There are 60 publications accessible from Elsevier’s ScienceDirect publications bundle. These publications cover a range of scholarly subjects about science, engineering, economics, history, etc. which are necessary for research and study by the US Naval Academy’s faculty and student body. The subscription will run for 12 months from date of award.   The requirement is a follow-on to contract N00189-12-C-Z012 which was authorized under J&A 12-006. It is intended to acquire one subscription that included 60 publications from Elsevier B.V. of Amsterdam, Netherlands.  The estimated value of the contract is $189,759.71.  O&MN FY 2013 funds are provided for this action.

4.  STATUTORY AUTHORITY PERMITTING SOLE SOURCE:  The statutory authority permitting other than full and open competition is Section 4202 of the Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996 - a sole source acquisition under the authority of the test program for certain commercial items, as implemented by FAR 13.501(a).

5.  RATIONALE JUSTIFYING USE OF CITED STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  Only one source is capable of satisfying this requirement due to the unique or specialized nature of the requirement. The Science Direct journals and publications are peculiar to one publisher and the information contained in them  is only available from the titles the faculty and reference librarians have selected for the engineering and science collection.  The proposed vendor, Elsevier B.V., has copyrights to these publications and is the only company that can provide online access to them.  

6.  DESCRIPTION OF EFFORTS MADE TO SOLICIT OFFERS FROM AS MANY OFFERORS AS PRACTICABLE:  The proposed contract was synopsized on the FEDBIZOPS website on 24 Jan 2013. To date, no companies have responded indicating they possess the ability to propose under this requirement.  Other market research reveals that it is not practicable, for the reasons discussed in paragraph 5 above, for any company other than Elsevier B.V. to provide the required subscriptions.  Members of USNA’s scholarly community conduct market research on a continual basis for publications that rival those under Elsevier’s publications and they have not been able to identify comparable sources.  

7.  DETERMINATION OF FAIR AND REASONABLE COST: The Contracting Officer has determined the anticipated cost to the Government of the supplies covered by this J&A will be fair and reasonable.

8.  ACTIONS TAKEN TO REMOVE BARRIERS TO COMPETITION:  For the reasons set forth in Paragraph 5, FLC Norfolk Contracting Department, Philadelphia Office has no plans at this time to compete future contacts for the types of supplies covered by this document.  If another potential source emerges, FLC will assess whether competition for future requirements is feasible. 

9. CONTRACTING POINT OF CONTACT:  The point of contact at FLC Norfolk Contracting Department, Philadelphia Office is Erin Kilrain, Code 260.2A, at DSN 442-9617, commercial (215) 697-9617 or by e-mail at erin.kilrain@navy.mil.
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