JUSTIFICATION & APPROVAL FOR 

OTHER THAN FULL AND OPEN COMPETITION

1. IDENTIFICATION OF AGENCY AND CONTRACTING ACTIVITY: 

Requiring Activity:  

11th Marine Expeditionary Unit
Command Element

USS Bonhomme-Richard

Contracting Officer:

James L. Browley
Fleet and Industrial Supply Center

937 North Harbor Drive, Suite 200

San Diego, CA. 92132-0020

2. NATURE AND/OR DESESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION BEING APPROVED: 

This is a justification for other than full and open competition for procurement of ViaSat Data Controller (VDC)-800 for the 11th MEU S-6 Command Element Communications Section.
3. DESCRIPTION OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED TO MEET AGENCY’S NEED: 

The proposed acquisition is to provide procurement of (10) VDC-800 Data Controllers that will allow the 11th MEU to send encrypted data over organic radio sets when used in conjunction with secured computer systems, vice using heavy and bulky satellite dishes, generators, and extensive ancillary equipment.  
Used with any current tactical radio, those in combat can connect the VDC-800 via USB to a computer or handheld device to run IP-based critical combat communications applications, such as Situational Awareness, whiteboard collaboration, chat, messaging, and email, almost as if they were at their own desktop computer. Warfighters can also use the VDC-800 to transmit core data elements for military interoperability, including Direct Fire Mission, Blue Force Tracking, surveillance results, and airspace deconfliction information (sharing flight activity information to increase air safety).

Ruggedized to MIL-STD-810F, the VDC-800 offers interoperability and flexibility for any kind of mission. It features powerful error-correction to transmit maps, images, and other data over noisy half-duplex, low data rate radio communication channels. This USB Data Controller creates network-centric connections that link tactical edge warfighters to the Common Operational Picture.
This contract will be Firm Fixed Price.  The contract will be awarded by FISC San Diego. 

 4. IDENTIFICATION OF STATUTORY AUTHORITY:
The statutory authority permitting Other Than Full and Open Competition is 10 U.S.C. 2304 (c) (1), as implemented by FAR 6.302-1 (4) (c).
5. DETERMINATION THAT THE NATURE OF THE ACQUISITION REQUIRES THE USE OF THE AUTHORITY CITED: 
The 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit and its subordinate units use only authorized communications equipment from vendors that have been screened and vetted by Marine Corps Systems Command (MARCORSYSCOM).  Other Marine Corps units have been authorized to and purchased this equipment.
6.  OFFERS ARE SOLICITED FROM AS MANY POTENTIAL SOURCES AS IS PRACTICABLE:

Other brand names are not sought because any deviation from this brand name manufacturer would cost the Marine Corps substantial funding in altering existing radio and data communications equipment.  This vendor tailors their products to military specifications and equipment. 

7. DETERMINATION BY CONTRACTING OFFICER THAT ANTICIPATED COSTS TO THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE FAIR AND REASONABLE: 

Competition of final offers received will establish a fair and reasonable price.
8.  A DESCRIPTION OF THE MARKET RESEARCH CONDUCTED:

The Contract Specialist conducted market research.  Other brand names are not interchangeable with existing equipment and accessories.
9.  OTHER FACTS SUPPORTING THE USE OF OTHER THAN FULL AND OPEN COMPETITION: 

ViaSat products are well known in the Marine Corps Communications community as being reliable and resilient.  The VDC-800 is not yet on a GSA Schedule, but VIASATs other products are routinely added to the schedule due to their fair, reasonable pricing, and adherence to government testing standards.  The 11th MEU is currently deployed in the CENTCOM AOR as the theater reserve.  It requires immediate sourcing of this equipment IOT maintain its ability to respond to international crisis in hostile environments.
10.  LIST OF SOURCES, IF ANY, THAT EXPRESSED, IN WRITING, ANY INTEREST IN THE ACQUISITION:
The following sources have expressed interest: (1) OFUS Corporation dba Integrity Data., (2) Select Systems By Design, Inc. and (3) Burton Enterprises, L.L.C. dba Mobil Satellite Technologies.
11.  A STATEMENT OF THE ACTIONS, IF ANY, THE AGENCY MAY TAKE TO REMOVE OR OVERCOME ANY BARRIERS TO COMPETITION BEFORE ANY SUBSEQUENT ACQUISITION FOR THE SUPPLIES OR SERVICES REQUIRED: None
12.  STATEMENT OF DELIVERY REQUIREMENTS:

All equipment must be delivered within 30 days.
TECHNICAL AND REQUIREMENTS CERTIFICATION (see FAR 6.303-2 (b)):

I certify that the facts and representations under my cognizance which are indicated in this justification and its supporting data and which form a basis for this justification are complete and accurate.

Technical Cognizance:

(Signature)____________________________________________    ________________


(Name)

Code N30


                         Date

Requirement Cognizance: 

(Signature)_____________________________________________
    ________________



(Name)

Code N40


                         Date 

CONTRACTING OFFICER CERTIFICATION (see FAR 6.303-2 (a) (12)):

I certify that this justification, including its supportive data, is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.

(Signature)_____________________________________________    ________________



James L. Browley


Code 220

Date



Contracting Officer
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