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JUSTIFICATION FOR SOLE SOURCE (Simplified Acquisitions <$150K) 
 
The software package listed on N65888233825S4 is sole source and competition is precluded for 
reasons indicated below. There are no substitutes available for this software package. 
 
Restricted to the following source:   
 
Manufacturer – G.B. and Smith (Cage Code FB3K7) 
 
Manufacturer POC & phone number – Chloe Chantry, US (347) 767 6836, INT +33 466 840 
893, chloe@gbandsmith.com 
 
Mfr. Address – 298, Bis Impasse Vincent D Indy, Nimes, 3000, France  
 
Background:  
 
This requirement is for the procurement of a software package to be used by the Information 
Technology/Information Management (IT/IM) Competency department of the Fleet Readiness 
Center Southwest (FRCSW) for management and security oversight of the Business Objectives 
Enterprise (BOE) software environment. BOE is a software suite sold and supported by SAP 
AG; Headquartered in Walldorf, Germany, with locations in more than 130 countries. SAP AG 
is the world leader in enterprise software and software-related services. 
 
SAP BOE is a suite of front-end applications that allow business users to view, sort and analyze 
business intelligence data; broad category of applications and technologies for gathering, storing, 
analyzing, and providing access to data to help enterprise users make better business decisions. 
The suite includes the following key applications: 

• Crystal Reports - Enables users to design and generate reports  
• Xcelsius/Dashboards - Allows users to create interactive dashboards that contain charts 

and graphs for visualizing data  
• Web Intelligence - Provides a self-service environment for creating ad hoc queries and 

analysis of data both online and offline  
• Explorer - Allows users to search through BI data sources using an iTunes-like interface. 

Users do not have to create queries to search the data and results are shown with a chart 
that indicates the best information match.  
 

The suite is the result of SAP’s October 2007 acquisition of the French company Business 
Objects.  
 
In order for the Navy to acquire new software applications to interact with Navy networks it 
must be approved by the Navy’s Functional Area Management (FAM). The purpose of the 
Navy's FAM Initiative is to identify, analyze and ultimately reduce the number of IT software 
applications and databases in use across all on Navy networks. In May 2001, the DON had an 
estimated 100,000 IT applications deployed on various desktops and networks across the Navy 
enterprise. As tasked by Congress, the Navy developed the FAM process to begin to document 
and rationalize these IT applications. The mandated end state for this rationalization process was 
a 95% reduction of all applications. Existing and new software applications now need to be 
registered in the DON Application and Database Management System (DADMS).  
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The DON Chief Information Officer (CIO) provides guidance on registration requirements for 
the DON DADMS. DADMS is the single authoritative source for software registration.  In order 
for new software applications to be acquired for the purposes of use on Navy desktops/servers/ 
networks, it must be approved by FAM.  In addition, NAV-IDAS (IT procurement approval) will 
not be processed without the software having prior FAM approval.    
 
Description of the item or service required, the estimated cost, and required delivery date: 
 
The required software package must be able to perform but is not limited to functions ranging 
from managing the BOE reporting tool activity and usage, to audits and security oversight. The 
required software package must provide an intuitive way to manage and query BOE security; 
easily and securely backup BOE platform and restore specific data; enable scheduling of BOE 
reports based on dynamic data; and provide enhanced query capability on all BOE metadata. The 
required delivery date is February 15th, 2013. 
 
Specific characteristics of the material or service that limit the availability to a sole source 
(unique features, function of the item, etc.).  Describe in detail why only this suggested 
source can furnish the requirements to the exclusion of other sources. 
 
Market research performed did not identify more than one commercial off the shelf (COTS) 
software package with the required software capability that has already been approved by FAM 
for Navy use and is certified by SAP to integrate with the existing SAP BOE platform. 
Accordingly, there are no other sources currently available that have a COTS software package 
that can meet FRCSW’s unique BOE software requirements. 
 
Sources Sought notice (#N00244-13-T-0051) was posted to FBO for 14 calendar days. In hopes 
of indentifying a commercial software package to perform the following functions on the BOE 
platform:  
 

1. Ability to track inactive users, reuse unused licenses, ability to address compliance 
including audit requirements 

2. Set up security permissions dynamically using web matrices and perform complete 
security assessment on demand 

3. Selectively restore  deleted or corrupted  BOE content 
4. Keep copies of the BOE environment to be able to see changes at any given time 
5. Run impact analysis to determine effect of any universe or SQL changes 
6. Identifies unused documents and universes and track duplicated objects or reports 
7. Migrate content between different environments using drag and drop method 
8. Document and audit Security used on  reports, SQL restrictions, and universes 
9. Run backup and recovery of the BOE environment 

The interested vendors that responded indicated they would be able to develop and provide the 
necessary services to modify and/or create new software applications to perform said functions. 
Based on the responses received it appeared that the Government’s intent was not conveyed 
clearly. The Government’s intent was to acquire an existing COTS software package that is 
FAM approved and SAP certified to perform the required functions.  As such an amended 
Source Sought notice (#N00244-13-T-0061) was posted for 7 calendar days to clarify the 
Government’s need. The responses received to the amended Sources Sought notice did not 
identify any COTS software products that meet the Government’s need, is FAM approved, and is 
SAP certified.  
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The material/service must be compatible in all aspects (form, fit and function) with existing 
systems presently installed/performing.  Describe the equipment/function you have now 
and how the new item/service must coordinate, connect, or interface with the existing 
system. 
 
This procurement is in direct support of the Data Warehousing & Corporate Reporting Center of 
Excellence (COE) within the IT/IM Competency department.  The mission of the COE is to 
provide NAVAIR/COMFRC community a virtual environment capable of providing analysis, 
development, refinement and maintenance to current and proposed Business Objects (BO) 
Universes, dashboards and reports, while incorporating “industry’s best practices.”  BOE is the 
standard reporting tool that will be used to leverage all reports across the FRCs to manage, and 
provide intelligent business decisions at the local level and across the Naval Aviation Enterprise 
(NAE). Business Objects require stringent oversight and administrative tasks to ensure proper 
effective use.  Administrative tasks, monitoring and security mandates are very time consuming 
and prone to errors using the existing manual process.   
 
The 360 software package identified as capable of meeting the Government’s need will be used 
to manage FRCSW’s BOE environment within the COMFRC community. In addition the 360 
software package will assist in satisfying BOE all internal security audit requirements with less 
effort as compared to the manual process. Utilization of the 360 software package will greatly 
decrease the man-hours required to effectively set security controls, monitor, schedule, and 
manage the tool usage. The automation of these processes will save the Navy money in terms of 
a reduction in the number of man-hours in the above tasks delineated above. 
 
A patent, copyright or proprietary data limits competition.   
 
The proprietary data for the 360 software package is held by G.B. and Smith; the publisher of the 
software. Market research did not identify any vendors that resell or are capable of providing 
software supports and maintenance on the 360 software package.  
 
Other information to support this sole source buy.  
 
There are no known software packages other than 360 that have been sanctioned and approved 
by the Navy’s approving body for new software acquisitions – FAM. In addition, there are no 
known COTS software products currently available on the market capable of performing the 
required functions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I CERTIFY THAT STATEMENTS CHECKED, AND INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE, 
ARE COMPLETE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.  I 
UNDERSTAND THAT THE PROCESSING OF THIS SOLE SOURCE JUSTIFICATION 
PRECLUDES THE USE OF FULL AND OPEN COMPETITION. 
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