
PRE-SOLICITATION SYNOPSIS 

This is not a request for either a quote or proposal, or an invitation for bid.  The intent of this pre-
solicitation synopsis is to identify potential Offerors for Design-Bid-Build Dry Dock 1 Caisson 
Replacement, Naval Support Activity (NSA) Norfolk Naval Shipyard (NNSY), Portsmouth, Va.  
 

The work includes the construction of a new caisson to replace the existing aging caisson that encloses 
the east end of its existing graving Dry Dock No. 1 at the NSA Norfolk Naval Shipyard (NNSY) in 
Portsmouth, VA.  The caisson will be a reversible, ship-type, floating caisson, with side keels/stems, and 
similar to the existing caisson in overall geometry and function. The new caisson must fit the existing 
outer seat at the dry dock entrance; the drydock’s existing inner seat is no longer used.  Construction of 
the caisson includes a complete structural steel hull and framing system, forward and aft ballast tank 
flooding and dewatering pumping systems, dry dock flood-through piping and valve systems, electric 
valve actuators, ballast tanks wash down/pump out piping system, permanent ballast, mechanical systems, 
electrical and control systems, corrosion protective coatings, cathodic protection system, rubber seal, and 
all other pertinent elements as further defined in the contract documents for a complete operating vessel. 
 
It is anticipated that the major portion of the work will be conducted at the contractor’s shipbuilding yard, 
including major fitting out and testing of all systems and components. The Government will witness 
various stages of construction, fitting out and testing at the contractor's facility. 
 
Upon substantial completion of the caisson, the contractor shall tow the caisson to the Government's Dry 
Dock 1 for final ballasting, testing, commissioning and final acceptance by the Government. 
Upon acceptance of the new caisson, the existing caisson will be disposed (demolished off site) by the 
contractor. 
 
The work also includes inspection and surveying of the Dock Dry 1 existing outer seat and sill, and 
incidental crack and spall repairs to the outer seat and sill, which are constructed of granite block and 
reinforced concrete. The outer seat inspection and repairs shall be done underwater using divers, while the 
dock is in a flooded condition with the caisson removed. 
 
The drawings and specifications for this project will be posted with the solicitation and are not available 
at this time. 
 
The completion time for this contract is 720 calendar days after award.  
 
The NAICS Code for this procurement is 237990 and the annual size standard is $33.5M.   
 
This procurement is unrestricted. 
 
The total estimated cost for this project is between $10,000,000 and $25,000,000. 
 
The Request for Proposal (RFP) will be issued around mid/late May 2013.  The solicitation will be listed 
as N40085-13-R-7745 on the Navy Electronic Commerce Online website (NECO) at:  
https://www.neco.navy.mil/index.aspx.  A Vendor User Guide is available for download at the site, as 
well as the NECO Help Desk contact phone number for any issues/questions related to the website.  
Ensure you register with the site so you will receive emails applicable to your solicitation in the event of 
any modifications/amendments, and/or any changes regarding this solicitation and/or solicitations of 
interest.  Primary POC:  Lindsay Naill, Phone:  (757) 341-1654, Email: lindsay.naill@navy.mil  
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