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Request for Information – Sources Sought 
Contractor Response to Government Questions Required
Draft Performance Based Statement of Work
International Thesis Editing and Formatting Support 

This is a SOURCES SOUGHT NOTICE, pursuant to FAR Part 10 (Market Research) and is not a pre-solicitation notice or solicitation for proposals/quotations. This synopsis does not constitute a Request for Quote (RFQ), Request for Proposal (RFP) or Invitation for Bid (IFB), nor does its issuance in any way restrict the Government as to its ultimate acquisition approach. The Government will neither award a contract solely on the basis of this notice, nor will it reimburse the contractor for any costs associated with preparing or submitting a response to this notice. Any information provided by the Government at this time is preliminary and may be updated or changed prior to release of a formal RFP.

Submission Due Date: January 11, 2016 at 5pm Pacific Standard Time
The Government does anticipate issuing a formal RFQ within two weeks of the submission due date of this RFI.  

Submission of Information:
NPS Contracting Office Point of Contact
Jennifer Lee, Contract Specialist
Phone: 831-656-2034
[bookmark: _GoBack]E mail: jllee@nps.edu 

Please respond by e-mail to jllee@nps.edu with the following:
(a) Response to the attached RFI International Thesis Support Information Requested from Contactors 

(b) Any questions, clarifications, or comments in regards to the attached draft Performance Based Statement of Work

(c) Business point of contact

(d) Business size.  If small business, indicate any socio-economical classificatiom

(r) North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code(s) the business operates within.

(f) Does the business have a GSA schedule, SEAPORTe, or any other Multiple Award Contract? If so, provide the schedule number(s).

(g) Verify System for Award Management (SAM) registration. 

(h) Company security level clearance 

(i) Relevant past performance with similar academic institutions and/or DOD agencies 

(j) The contractor shall submit any comments and or questions regarding the Government’s requirement structure or elements

(k) The contractor is encouraged to submit alternative and potential CLIN structures and sample pricing matrix

	CLIN
	Description 
	Price per Page
	Entire Price 

	0001
	Editing and formatting of thesis pages, 12 months
144 students (95% of graduates at 110 pages per thesis/project 
	
	

	1001
	Option Period One
Editing and formatting of thesis pages, 12 months
144 students (95% of graduates at 110 pages per thesis/project
	
	

	2001
	Option Period Two
Editing and formatting of thesis pages, 12 months
144 students (95% of graduates at 110 pages per thesis/project
	
	

	3001
	Option Period Three
Editing and formatting of thesis pages, 12 months
144 students (95% of graduates at 110 pages per thesis/project
	
	


International Thesis Support Information Requested from Contactors

The responding contractors shall respond to the below to the best of the contractors ability and level of detail.  

English as a Second Language (ESL) support needed

Contractor candidates/editors/formatters experience with English as a second language (ESL) support. 

What communication methods would the contractor use when working with ESL authors of academic and technical documents?

Describe the range and average number of iterations that, within the contractor’s corporate experience, has been/is required to deliver a multi-chapter 110-page thesis written by an ESL student operating under time constraints.

How does the contractor work with authors with ESL English to ensure the comments and instructions are understood and that authors’ meaning is accurately conveyed? 

What is the acceptable quality level for ESL submission to be reviewed and produce deliverables that the contractor will accept?  

Corporate Experience, Approach, and Methodology

	Experience 

Has the contractor/vendor supported other graduate-level thesis/technical report editing and formatting support in the past?

Can the contractor provided sample resumes showing the qualifications of existing key personnel who will be performing editing and formatting.

What is the contractor’s ability to provide editors and formatters who are equipped to provide citation and reference-list formatting in up to 12 different citation styles?

Will the contractor be specifically recruiting in support of this requirement? 

	Approach 
 
Corporate structure and estimated turnaround time to support the requirement.  

How would the contractor manage version control?

How much contact does the contractor normally have with the ESL author? What is the contractor’s preferred modes of communication with ESL writers?

Vendor ramp-up procedures in the event in a surge of needed support. 

Approaches for thesis/technical report review as ESL student is developing content and final review for acceptance for degree fulfillment by graduation deadlines set by student sponsors, advisors, departments, thesis office, and Academic Council.

What are the contractor’s preferences for receiving the documents? For example - in two stages (2-3 chapters, then last 1-2 chapters) to spread out the workload, or all chapters at once with short turnaround time under high workload within a condensed timeline.  Or does the contractor prefer to receive the entire document at the end of the quarter? (The latter demands a much shorter turnaround time under high workload within a condensed timeline.)

How does contractor plan on approaching and supporting the ESL student to obtain a whole finalized document?  Is the preference to receive two to three chapters earlier on, then the final one to two chapters near the end of the quarter? 

Corporate approach to fulfilling SOW/PWS

	

	Methodology 

Methods for balancing a) iterative editing and formatting, if any; b) quality control; b) cost restraints; and c) time constraints.

Contractor identified special considerations, procedures, and knowledge needed for editing and formatting theses, dissertations, and capstone reports.

What is the anticipated turnaround time for documents at various stages?

How does the contractor manage version control?

What is the contractor’s methodology for sequencing for editing and formatting?

What is the methodology to ensure quality control, especially under a project with tight time constraints where returning the delivered product for rework is often not feasible.

How and where does the contractor fit their services into the iterative writing and finalization process between the student, thesis advisor, writing center, and thesis publishing office?

Does the contractor conduct any formatting before the finish editing?

What is the contractor’s process for internal quality control, especially under a project with tight time constraints where returning the delivered product for rework is often not feasible? 

Commercial Pricing and Contract Type Structure

Contractor’s Commercial pricing structure 

How do you normally charge for academic/technical documents?

What is a sample page-charge structure that the contractor would apply for academic/technical documents that average 110 pages each?  

What is the FFP price structure that would include iterative editing and formatting?  

What potential issues does the contractor foresee under an FFP contract type?

What estimated FFP pricing structure can the contractor provide to include iterative editing and formatting for ESL within compressed time lines

Is the contractor willing to modify and set commercial FFP pricing for the Government? What would be some sample FFP structural pricing?  
















Draft Performance Based Statement of Work
Thesis Editorial and Formatting Support for International Students

Graduate Writing Center and Thesis Processing Office, Office of the Dean of Research; and 
International Graduate Programs Office, School of International Graduate Studies

Naval Postgraduate School

1.0 Background/Introduction: 
The Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) provides graduate education to military officers of the uniformed services, Department of Defense (DOD) employees and other government civilians in security-related positions, and members of the international defense community. In conjunction with the primary mission of graduate education, NPS students and faculty members engage in research activities in support of the graduate education mission.

The Thesis Processing Office, under the Office Dean of Research, works with students, faculty, and staff to ensure theses, dissertations, and other final project reports (hereafter, theses) written to fulfill graduate degree requirements are finalized for publication in a student's final term before the student detaches from NPS. The School is mandated to publish and distribute student theses and final reports in accordance with DOD, Department of the Navy (DON), and NPS standards and national security interests.

Approximately 15 percent of the NPS student body is comprised of foreign military officers and civilian defense-sector personnel who are in residence for master's and doctoral programs in a wide array of disciplines. These mid-career officers come from over 50 countries and all regions of the world and arrive with a wide range of abilities in terms of written and spoken English. Nearly all of these individuals enroll in resident programs that require a thesis or other final research report. The International Graduate Program Office (IGPO) provides one optional English as a Second Language (ESL) course near the beginning of students’ programs. Some students work voluntarily with the NPS Graduate Writing Center, while others do not. 

NPS requires contractor support in the form of editing/formatting services for its international students preparing their theses for publication by NPS. Publically releasable, published NPS theses can be found on the NPS Dudley Knox Library’s website via the library’s homepage at https://library.nps.edu or more directly at http://calhoun.nps.edu/handle/10945/16.

2.0 Scope: 
The scope of this contract is to coordinate and provide editing and formatting support for international students producing theses, dissertations, and other types of final reports as degree criteria. NPS provides several Microsoft Word and LaTeX templates and instructions that delineate the formatting standards expected in all student theses, publication style guidelines, and target and mandatory thesis submission dates for each quarter. Academic departments may have earlier deadlines for faculty review and approval. The Thesis Processing Office (TPO) website provides much of this information: http://www.nps.edu/research/research1.html. Additional guiding resources are available from the TPO and via on the Dudley Knox Library’s website under citation and copyright webpages. 

NPS requests to work with a single contractor point of contact (POC) who will recruit, hire, and train experienced editors and formatters; establish efficient, transparent, and easily understood service-related procedures; communicate these procedures to students in a timely, professional manner with a focus on customer service, responsiveness, timeliness, and clarity; assign requesting students to service providers; and oversee quality control and timeliness of document deliverables and customer service. The primary deliverables are final thesis drafts that are virtually free of errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, word choice, clarity, citation and reference format and use, consistency, adherence to NPS style rules, and accuracy in formatting.  

Due to the intermittent, time-sensitive nature of the editing and formatting requirements, which peak between weeks six and eight of each of the year’s four academic quarters, the scope of this requirement needs to be fulfilled by a contractor with the capability to organize and schedule the support within the contractor's business resources.

The contractor shall provide editors and formatters to work off-site to accommodate the government's need of thesis editing and formatting support to international students who possess varying levels of competency in spoken and written English. The contractor POC shall match international graduate students with editors and formatters who work directly with the students to bring the theses up to NPS and professional academic publishing standards. Because the contractor is working with international students, many of whom have careers dependent upon them completing their thesis on time, the contractor needs to ensure clear and regular communication with each student about process, timeline, edits, and formatting. 

The contractor support is needed for the high-paced tempo of the graduate thesis process. Most editing and formatting services are needed between weeks five and eight of each academic quarter. While a small portion of students may require support any time during the academic term, most require the service approximately:

· Early November to early December for fall quarter
· Early February to early March for winter quarter
· Early May to early June for spring quarter
· Early August to early September for summer quarter

Contractor support must fit within a small window of time in a larger, lengthier thesis writing, review, and revision process. This larger process includes 1) months of research and writing by the student; 2) iterative review and revision of thesis chapter drafts with input from advising faculty members, department leadership, and Graduate Writing Center coaches; 3) an initial Turnitin originality review for potential plagiarism conducted by the TPO; and 4) guidelines, target dates, deadlines set by the TPO, advisors, and department chairs. The contractor’s contribution comes near the end of this process, but before final review and approval by advisors and department chairs and before the TPO performs its final publication review for compliance, formatting, and limited copy editing. 
 
Historic averages and possible ranges related to the level of service needed have been consistent for several years. These may change due to unforeseen circumstances. The figures are anticipated but not guaranteed to continue near historic levels.  These levels are summarized as follows: 

	Historical Data Types			Average/quarter 	Range/quarter		

	Number of international graduates	3	8 students 	15–55 students	

	Percent int’l students using the service	75 percent 	50–85 percent	

	Number of students using the service	29 students 	8–42 students	

	Pages per thesis				110 pages/thesis 	60-400 pages/thesis

	Proficiency with written English		Moderate 	Poor to excellent

NPS anticipates that on average 38 international students will graduate each quarter in the next four years; yet, the number of international students graduating in any given quarter is likely to range between 15 and 55 students. Based on recent use rates, it is anticipated that on average 75 percent of graduating international students will request editing and formatting support through this contract; the percentage of international students using the contracted editing/formatting services has ranged between 50 and 85 percent during the past four quarters, while the eight-year range is between 39 and 100 percent. NPS anticipates that on average 29 international students will use this service each quarter in the next four years, with the range of service user is anticipated at 8 to 42 students per quarter. In addition, thesis documents have averaged 110 pages per document over the past four years, including the List of References and Appendices; the number of pages ranges from 60–400. These are estimates and may not reflect actuals.

Students’ advisors or their departments determine which formally defined citation style must be accurately applied to a given thesis’ citations and List of References. Both Chicago notes-bibliography and Chicago author-date styles are used, as well as IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers). Other citation styles applied to NPS theses include AGU (American Geophysical Union), APA (American Psychological Association), AIAA (American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics), AMS (American Mathematical Society), AMS (American Meteorological Society), ASME (American Society of Mechanical Engineers), MLA (Modern Language Association), and INFORMS (Institute for Operations Research and the Management Sciences). Others may be added during the course of this contract. Online citation manuals and examples of styles and sources commonly seen in NPS theses can be found at http://libguides.nps.edu/citation. 

Academic requirements and NPS publishing standards require that edited and formatted theses be delivered with properly formatted citations and lead-in phrases delineating others’ work and ideas, virtually free of grammatical and typographical errors, and formatted to conform to NPS' publication requirements. The number of iterations needed for editing and formatting will vary. An "average" thesis would need two rounds of editing—one thorough and one light— and one or two rounds of formatting that may or may not be coupled with the editing. Some theses will need less attention than this, and some more, to bring them up to the acceptable standards. Editors and formatters are expected to work directly with students, if needed, to understand and convey the student’s intended meaning. Contractors are expected to apply edits throughout the document using track changes. 

The contractor may propose one of two approaches for editing and formatting. In the first approach, students would submit two to three solid chapters for editing and initial application of the NPS thesis-template formatting styles, then submit their remaining one to two chapters later for editing; final formatting would then be applied to all chapters. This approach spreads the editing and formatting workload across a longer time period, albeit only about five weeks. In the second, students would not submit their document to the contractor until a solid draft of all chapters and complete List of References had been generated and the subject matter considered “final” by the advisors. This approach condenses the vast majority of the editing and formatting into a shorter period with turnaround times being condensed as well. Editors are not expected to revisit material that has been substantially reworked upon later recommendation by an advisor during the critical final weeks. In either model, the TPO runs students’ theses through Turnitin, an anti-plagiarism software licensed by NPS for use by its faculty members and TPO/GWC, before the student can submit their file to the contractor.

Contractor-completed documents—fully edited and formatted—are delivered directly to each student author and to the TPO for Government inspection. After review and acceptance of Track Changes by students, they then submit the document to their advisors and department chair for academic final review, edits, and signature. Students then request that the TPO conduct its final review for compliance, minor formatting and copyediting, and approval for publication.


3.0 Tasks: 
The contractor shall perform the following task(s) as follows:

3.1 – Contractor shall provide a project team lead, as a direct point of contact for two-way communication about processes, coordination, customer service, and status updates with the Government TPOC.*

3.1.1 – Contractor shall provide efficient, easily understood processes, coordination, clear and timely communication, and status updates to the Government.*

3.2 – Contractor shall assign formatting and editing support point of contact (POC) to work directly with the international students.*

3.2.1 – Contractor POC shall work directly with the international students to ensure efficient processes and clear, timely communication.*

* The above tasks can be fulfilled by the same person.

3.3 – Contractor shall regularly review the quality of its editors’ and formatters’ work to help ensure the deliverables submitted to NPS meet quality-control standards. 

3.4 – Contractor’s editors and formatters shall work directly with and review recommended changes with students on an individual basis, as needed, to ensure timely deliverables and comprehension of meaning between the student and editor.

3.5 – Contractor shall edit theses for clarity of meaning, grammar, sentence structure, punctuation, proper word usage, typos, spelling, proof reading, consistency, clarity, and organization; this includes editing citations and reference lists for format, punctuation, and completeness in accordance with the citation style used in the thesis as required by each student's department or advisor. Edits are to be made by the editor, not simply indicated in the first instance with instructions from the editor to “find and replicate” the advice throughout. 

3.6 – Contractor shall format theses using the Microsoft Word templates and style guidelines provided by NPS for style consistency and adherence to NPS, DOD and DON publication standards. 

3.7 – Contractor shall deliver completed documents directly to each student author and to the TPO for Government inspection. 

3.8 – Contractor support shall include timely responses to TPO and student requests, from initial contact and assignment to support staff, to thesis review with the student, to iterative editing and formatting as needed, to delivery of the final version of the edited and formatted document within timelines specified by the students in accordance with their detach dates and department/advisor deadlines, as well as target dates and deadlines set by the TPO and NPS. 

3.9 – Due to the time-sensitive nature of the support required, contractor shall report to the student and Government TPOC any potential issues that will delay delivery of an edited and formatted thesis more than 24 hours over the agreed upon turnaround for that document.

4.0 Deliverables: 
The contractor shall be responsible for providing the following deliverables:   

4.1 – Processes, communication, and coordination with TPO and students: Contractor shall establish these for tasks 3.1 through 3.9.  

4.2 – Status reports: Contractor shall reflect tasks 3.1 through 3.9.

4.3  – In-progress theses: In NPS Microsoft Word templates or Adobe Acrobat PDFs of NPS LaTeX templates showing the edits, formatting, and citations whenever feasible as applied by the Contractor and provided directly to the international NPS student; in-progress theses may also be requested for review by the Government. 

4.4 – Thesis completed for editing and formatting: Final edits and formatting returned to the student and TPOC in a timely manner that accommodates the other actors and steps involved in the thesis process.

4.5 – Responses: To TPOC's inquiries to the contractor, within 24 hours, regarding any coordination or assigned thesis to the contractor, via phone or email; and to students’ inquiries to the contractor, within 24 hours, regarding coordination and any questions or comments on the theses via phone or emai.

Performance Measurement - Quality Assurance Plan* 
	Task
	Deliverable that will be inspected 
	Acceptable Quality Level (AQL)
	Method
	Frequency

	3.1 
3.2 
3.6
3.7
3.8
3.9
	Coordination and communication with Government, especially TPO (via website, file-sharing site, and email)
	Professional quality delivered in timely manner (within 24 hour business-days of TPO request for information)

	Personal observation at NPS of 100% inspection of deliverables


	Upon request


	3.1.1 3.2.1 3.4
3.7
3.8
3.9

	Instructions to students and standardized communication with students (via website, file-sharing site, and email)
	Professional quality delivered in timely manner: 1) within 24-hour business-days of student request for information; 2) within timelines outlined by TPO
	Personal observation at NPS of 50-100% inspection of deliverables


	Upon request


	3.1 to 3.9





















_____
3.5 
3.6





_____
3.5 and 3.6

	Status Reports,
covering tasks outlined in 3.1 through 3.9



















__________________
In-progress student theses





__________________
Final edited and formatted student theses 






 
	Timely and accurate completion of tasks coupled with quality professional standards*

Reports must include: 1) name of contractor and primary contractor POC, 2) updates on processes, 3) brief summary of communication with Government and students, 4) names of students who have submitted documents (in process), 5) names of students whose documents have been completed and delivered to student and Government, 6) number of pages in final document provided to Government.
Reports are to be 100% accurate.
____________________
Professional Academic Quality in the correct NPS template with comments and Track Changes showing, with advice 99% accurate, delivered within 24 hours of Government request
_____________________
Professional Academic Quality in the correct NPS template with grammar, sentence structure, citations, and formatting accurate with all track changes and comments removed, showing no more than two types of errors throughout. Delivered within timelines set by students, their departments, and Thesis Processing. 
	Personal observation at NPS of 100% inspection of deliverables




















____________________
Personal observation at NPS of requested inspection of deliverables



____________________
Personal observation at NPS of 100% inspection of deliverables





	Bi-monthly or as requested by the TPOC, including:
1) Within 24 hours if requested by NPS or student on individual theses; 2) weekly phone status reports by contractor POC to Government POC, if requested; 3) bi-weekly written status reports sent via email; 4) written quarterly usage reports within one week following a term’s graduation day.






___________________
Upon request






___________________
Continuously through the period of performance 









* Quality professional standard applies to the specific labor category, graduate-level writing, NPS-specified format, and the requisite proficiency use of appropriate software, comprehension and organizational ability, written and oral communication, and cognizance of appropriate standard operating procedures and customer service requirements.

If performance falls below the AQL defined above, the Contracting Officer’s Representative (COR) shall document the instance(s), coordinate with the Contracting Officer and advise the Contractor.  The Contractor will be requested to review the documentation and provide a written response on how performance will be corrected in the future.  Re-performance of any work for failure to perform in accordance with the specified AQL or task requirement shall be completed at the Contractor’s own expense and at no additional cost to the Government.

5.0 Minimum Technical Requirements: 

· Contractor shall have experience providing editing and formatting support in a professional setting with similar deliverables of an academic nature.

· Contractor shall have in place a pool of editors and formatters who are trained editors and formatters capable of intermittently working on graduate-level and unclassified U.S. government documents. 

· Contractor shall be able to work with imprecise knowledge about the 1) exact number of students with whom it will work each term, 2) how many pages each thesis will contain until four weeks prior to graduation, and 3) the quality of writing exhibited in each thesis. 

· Contractor shall have the capacity, knowledge, and expertise to provide multiple and intermittent thesis editors and formatters who are able to work remotely with international graduate students providing quality customer service while working one-to-one with international military and/or defense industry personnel.

· Contractor shall have experience to perform under time constraints.

· Contractor shall have knowledge and a system in place to provide internal quality control of documents before delivery to students and TPOC to minimize rejection and rework by contractor.

· Contractor shall have experience working effectively with foreign nationals of varying degrees of proficiency with the English language, both written and spoken.

· Contractor shall have access and experience with file sharing programs that facilitate version control. 

· Contractor shall have access to and familiarize its support personnel with the many citation styles used by NPS students. 

· Contractor shall be able to recruit, hire, train, and supervise experienced editors and formatters with the following qualifications: 

—At least a BA degree in the areas of English, journalism, speech communication, literature, or related field. 

—Mastery of Microsoft Office on PC and Macintosh platforms.

—At least three years of work experience as a technical writer, editor, or journalist.

—At least three years of work experience editing and formatting academic documents.

—Ability to work independently, under time pressure, and intermittently with work concentrated in the middle four weeks of each of four academic quarters. 

—Exceptional attention to detail, accuracy, proper use of the English language, and customer service.

—Contractor and contractor's editors and formatters must be U.S. citizens.

6.0 Estimated Period of Performance: 

Base year: 	February 28, 2016 to February 27, 2017
Option 1:	February 28, 2017 to February 27, 2018
        Option 2:	February 28, 2018 to February 27, 2019
        Option 3:	February 28, 2019 to February 27, 2020
  
7.0 Place of Performance: 
Performance will be conducted at the Contractor site. Interactions with students and NPS are expected to be done remotely through email, phone, and/or real-time document-sharing programs.

8.0 Government Furnished Property: 
Government will provide Contractor with documents outlining publishing standards, access to thesis Microsoft Word templates, Citation Styles Required by Departments, Abstracts versus Executive Summaries, Capitalization Rules, and NPS Internet websites with additional thesis and citation information. Other property is the responsibility of the Contractor. 

9.0 Work Week and Hours of Operation:
The Contractor shall provide services during normal working hours excluding federal holidays. Normal working hours are 0730-1630, Monday through Friday, unless requirements dictate otherwise. Exceptions can be permitted by the COR upon request and at the COR’s discretion.

Following is a list of holidays observed by the Government.   

	Name of Holiday				Time of Observance
	New Year’s Day		 		1 January
	Martin Luther King Jr. Day		Third Monday in January
	President's Day				Third Monday in February
	Memorial Day				Last Monday in May
	Independence Day 			4 July
	Labor Day				First Monday in September 
	Columbus Day				Second Monday in October
	Veteran's Day				11 November
	Thanksgiving Day			Fourth Thursday in November
	Christmas Day				25 December

If any of the above holidays occur on a Saturday or a Sunday, then such holiday shall be observed by the Contractor in accordance with the practice as observed by the assigned Government employees at the using activity.

10.0 Travel: 
No travel is anticipated at this time. All travel, if allowed, will be in accordance with the Joint Travel Regulations (JTR) and will be reimbursed by the government on an as-incurred basis.

11.0 Security Requirements: 
Unclassified. This requirement is a non-sensitive requirement.

12.0  Privacy Act Statement: 
“Pursuant to Title 5 United States Code 552a(m)(l), the contractor and all employees of the contractor working under this contract are required to comply with the requirements of 5 U.S.C. 552a (“The Privacy Act of 1974”).”  

13.0 Identification of Contractor Employees: 
 In accordance with DFAR 211.106, there shall be a clear distinction between Government employees and service contractor employees.  Service contractor employees shall identify themselves as contractor personnel by introducing themselves or being introduced as contractor personnel.  Contractor personnel will be required to obtain and wear badges or other visible identification for meetings with Government personnel to provide a clear distinction between service contractor employees and Government personnel. In addition, contractor personnel shall appropriately identify themselves as contractor employees in telephone conversations and in formal and informal written correspondence.  They must also ensure that all documents or reports produced by contractors are suitably marked as contractor products or that contractor participation is appropriately disclosed. 

14.0 Non-Personal Services Statement: 
Contractor employees performing services under this order will be controlled, directed, and supervised at all times by management personnel of the contractor.  Contractor management will insure that employees properly comply with the performance work standards outlined in the SOW.  Contractor employees will perform their duties independent of, and without the supervision of, any Government official or other Defense Contractor.  The tasks, duties, and responsibilities set forth in the task order may not be interpreted or implemented in any manner that results in any contractor employee creating or modifying Federal policy, obligating the appropriated funds of the United States Government, overseeing the work of Federal employees, or otherwise violating the prohibitions set forth in Parts 7.5 and 37.1 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR).  The Government will control access to the facility and will perform the inspection and acceptance of the completed work.









