REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 
for the Development of Large Scale Renewable Energy Generation
at Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake, CA


The Department of the Navy (DoN) seeks to identify interest and sources for a potential Large Scale Renewable Energy Generation facility at Naval Air Weapons Station (NAWS) China Lake compatible with the station’s operational mission.  This project will be in support of the President’s 1 GW goal for the DoN. 

The DoN will consider opportunities to host the private development of a Large Scale Renewable Energy Generation facility potentially with a capacity of 20 MW to 200 MW, in accordance with 10 USC 2667 (Leases: non-excess property of military departments and Defense Agencies), 10 USC 2916 (Sale of electricity from alternate energy and cogeneration production facilities), and/or 10 USC 2922a (Contracts for energy or fuel for military installations).

The DoN is seeking information on a development that would generate energy for sale to the grid and/or for potential consumption at other DoN installations in the southwest. The DoN has an Interagency Agreement with Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) and fulfills most of its’ electric demand in CA through Direct Access power.  There is a potential for other DoN facilities to consume energy from this development through this arrangement.

The specific information the DoN seeks at this time is:

(1) Name and brief description of company

(2) Capability and pertinent experience 

(3) The renewable resources and technologies that maximize the land opportunity and benefits to DoN.

(4) The size,  capacity, and type of  generation asset that maximizes the land opportunity.  Describe what type of arrangement maximizes that opportunity, (i.e. wholesale generation, Enhanced Use Lease, etc.)  If a combination or other arrangements are envisioned, provide discussion.  Provide discussion on how each opportunity was considered with respect to the following:
(a) Constraints and capabilities of transmission access and capacity that affect the opportunities at NAWS, and at the specific sites.  Specifically, discuss what challenges and/or opportunities are known in regards to the transmission capacity in Southern California Edison’s North of Kramer system
(b) Discuss what challenges and/or opportunities are known in regards to the current Interconnection Protocol’s for CAISO’s application process
(c) Discuss market opportunities in detail.  Provide description of whom and what market is targeted for power sales, e.g. California utilities via RPS contract, etc.  
(d) Discuss economic assessment of providing power to other DoN installations, in relation to the current arrangement that exists with WAPA, and other opportunities 
(e) Incentives (State and Federal, etc.) and their application to capital investment costs, operations & maintenance, etc. 
(f) Risks and perceived risks in participating in a competitive environment for this specific development
(g) Utility Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) process for California, and/or other utility Requests for Proposals (RFP) processes and market opportunities in regards to timing of solicitations and other time dependent processes.
(h) Land opportunity, e.g. cost of lease for similar BLM land or privately owned land
(i) Discuss pertinent aspects of the current industry perspective on the financing market in regards to opportunities and risks of this type of project.

(5) Indicate what additional information would be helpful in determining the opportunities and risks, e.g. site survey, environmental studies, NEPA documentation, technical/load information.

(6) Any innovative and/or new conceptual ideas and recommendations for alternatives for the sale of power and/or arrangement for the taking of power, such as storage, if applicable.  

(7) Financial capacity to develop and construct a renewable generation asset

 All information submitted will be considered proprietary and confidential.  It is not mandatory to submit a Statement of Interest to participate in a formal request for proposals process that may take place in the future.  However, it should be noted that information gathered through this RFI may significantly influence how the Navy proceeds in such a process.  The desired goal for the Navy for this RFI is to solicit maximum industry participation, which will allow the DoN to formulate a concise acquisition process.

See attached maps for potential sites.

The Statement of Interest is due 45 days after this posting date.  

The point of contact for the Navy is Ms. Maria A. B. Macam (maria.macam@navy.mil). Ms. Macam can be reached at 619-532-3974. Responses to this RFI should be e-mailed in pdf format. The maximum size of the file is 3 MB and shall be limited to 15 pages.
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