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DEFINITIONS OF TERMS: 
 
OFFEROR: Refers to the contractor submitting the proposal, including joint ventures, 
designated in Section C of Standard Form (SF) 330 (Architect-Engineer Qualifications) as the 
prime contractor. 
 
OFFEROR’S TEAM: Refers to the Offeror (see definition) and the other firm(s)/entity(ies) 
proposed to perform the work of the contract together as a team, as listed in the Offeror’s 
submitted SF330, Section C. 
 
JOINT VENTURE (JV): A legal business entity formed between two or more companies 
(parties) to undertake the performance activities of a contract together.  
 
FIRM: Any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, association, or other legal entity permitted 
by law to practice the professions of architecture or engineering. 
 
BRANCH OFFICE: An office of a firm located separately from a firm’s other office(s) and 
having a separate address. 
 
PAST PERFORMANCE: Relates to how well an Offeror has performed; e.g., the quality of 
work accomplished, cost control, schedule compliance, customer satisfaction. Past performance 
is distinct from experience. 
 
RELEVANT or RELEVANT EXPERIENCE: Pertains to work performed by a firm, within 
the prescribed timeframe, which is the same or similar to the work that may be ordered under this 
contract in terms of size, scope, and complexity. Experience is distinct from past performance 
(how well an Offeror has performed). 
 
PROJECT or SPECIFIC PROJECT: A single project contract or a single task order under an 
IDIQ or other multiple award type contracts; a design-build or a design-bid-build activity or task, 
with a single starting point and a single ending point. Combined projects (see definition) will not 
be considered. 
 
COMBINED PROJECT(S): Projects with multiple starting and ending points, performed under 
separate task orders, delivery orders, or multiple contracts combined in a single description. No 
credit will be given for work performed under IDIQ or other multiple-award type contracts in the 
aggregate (multiple projects completed under more than one task/delivery order). 
 
COMPLETE PROJECT: 100% plans and specifications signed by a professional Architect or 
Engineer and ready to advertise for construction with final cost estimate; 100% complete 
RFP/deliverable documents; or 100% complete study/investigation/report documents. This does 
not include construction phase support services such as Post Construction Award Support 
(PCAS). 
 
MICROGRID: A group of interconnected loads and distributed energy resources within clearly 
defined electrical boundaries that act as a single controllable entity with respect to the grid. A 
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microgrid can connect and disconnect from the grid to enable it to operate in grid connected or 
island-mode. 
 
RENOVATION/REPAIR: Refers to projects where the work primarily involves modification 
of existing facilities (or existing utility systems) by renovation, repair, and alteration (work 
within the existing exterior walls and existing square footage of the facility). 
 
NEW CONSTRUCTION: Refers to projects where the work primarily involves building of 
entirely new facilities (or new additions/expansions to existing utility systems where major 
components are provided as part of the new addition/expansion).  Complete repair/replacement 
of a utility line (involving installation of new distribution lines) is considered new construction. 
 
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION/ACCREDITATION: Professional registration/license/ 
accreditation in one or more of the 50 United States and its territories. For the purposes of this 
procurement, “Evidence-based” design accreditations/certificates are not acceptable as 
professional credentials. 
 
KEY PERSONNEL: The personnel of the offeror’s team who are the registered/licensed/ 
accredited professionals in their respective disciplines, directly responsible for the design and 
management of the relevant contract work. These are the individuals for which resumes are 
being submitted. 
 
PROGRAM MANAGER (formerly Project Lead): The individual who is responsible for 
overall management of the A-E IDIQ contract. This individual shall be an employee of the prime 
A-E firm. This position is distinct from that of individuals who are responsible for managing 
individual task orders/projects under the IDIQ contract or special programs (QC, Sustainable 
Design, etc.). 
 
QUALITY CONTROL MANAGER (QCM): The individual who is responsible for 
management of the design quality control program for the A-E IDIQ contract. The QCM shall be 
a registered/licensed engineer. 
 
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN MANAGER: The individual who is responsible for management of 
the sustainable design program for the A-E IDIQ contract. The Sustainable Design Manager shall 
be a LEED AP or equivalent. The LEED Green Associate (GA) credential is not considered 
equivalent to the LEED Accredited Professional (AP) credential. 
 
SUSTAINABLE FEATURES: Features in the design, construction, and operation of facilities 
with the goal of conserving resources and minimizing adverse effects on the environment while 
enhancing occupant productivity, minimizing energy use, improving quality and durability of 
materials, increasing recycling and use of recycled products, waste reduction, etc. Relevant 
sustainable features are those that are the same or similar to those recognized by the USGBC 
LEED rating system. 
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DESIGN-BUILD: Refers to combining design and construction in a single contract with one 
prime contractor. For the purposes of this procurement, projects that require only shop drawing 
level effort are not considered design-build projects. 
 
DESIGN-BID-BUILD: Refers to the traditional project delivery method where design and 
construction are sequential and contracted for two separate contracts and two contractors. First 
contract is for A-E (design) services and the second contract is for construction. 
 
SELF-PERFORM: Refers to performing relevant architectural-engineering work in-house 
without subconsultants/subcontractors. Relevant work is that which is the same or similar to the 
primary or secondary services that may be ordered under this contract. 

 
 


