LIMITED SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

1.  IDENTIFICATION OF THE AGENCY AND THE CONTRACTING ACTIVITY:  This is a Limited Source Justification.  The Naval Medical Logistics Command, acting on behalf of the Navy Medicine Information System Support Activity (NAVMISSA) in San Antonio, Texas, intends to award a delivery order, pursuant to the authority of the Multiple Award Schedule Program.
2.  NATURE/DESCRIPTION OF CONTRACT ACTION:  This is a limited source action for Health Business Elite™ and Health Policy Reference Center™.  The proposed source is EBSCO Industries, Inc, 10 Estes Street, Ipswich, Ma. 01938-2106 under FSS GS-02F-1402H. The Government intends on awarding a Firm Fixed Price delivery order.  

3.  DESCRIPTION OF REQUIRED SUPPLIES/SERVICES:  The proposed acquisition is for the renewal of the Navy’s online electronic subscription to Health Business Elite™ and Health Policy Reference Center™ databases.  This subscription will provide licenses for an unlimited amount of users that are assigned to the 35 Navy sites identified in attached spreadsheet.    

Health Business Elite™ provides comprehensive journal content detailing all aspects of health care administration and other non-clinical aspects of health care institution management.  Topics covered include hospital management, hospital administration, marketing, human resources, computer technology, facilities management and insurance.  Health Business Elite™ contains full-text content for more than 570 journals such as Hospitals & Health Networks, Harvard Business Review (available back to 1922), Health Facilities Management, Health Management Technology, Healthcare Financial Management, Marketing Health Services, Materials Management in Health Care and Modern Healthcare. 

Health Policy Reference Center™ is a comprehensive full-text database covering all aspects of health policy and related issues. This collection offers full-text coverage of information relevant to many areas that are integral to health policy including, but not limited to: 

· Health Care Access & Delivery 

· Health Care Administration 

· Health Care Financing & Economics 

· Health Care Planning 

· Health Care Quality 

· Health Care Reform 

· Health Insurance 

· Health Law 

· Health Services Research 

· Long Term Care 

· Maternal & Child Health 

· Medical & Health Care Ethics 

· Public Health 

· Social Medicine 

Health Policy Reference Center™ also offers indexing for more than 375 publications, including journals, monographs, magazines, and trade publications, all directly dealing with health policy and closely aligned topics. It features tens of thousands of additional highly relevant articles, selected from thousands of industry publications. 

Fiscal Year will be used to procure this subscription. 
Period of Performance as follows:

Base year: 01 Dec 2011 – 30 Nov 2012 
Option year 1: 01 Dec 2012 – 30 Nov 2013 

Option year 2: 01 Dec 2013 – 30 Nov 2014 

Option year 3: 01 Dec 2014 – 30 Nov 2015 
Option year 4: 01 Dec 2015 – 30 Nov 2016 

4.  IDENTIFICATION OF THE JUSTIFICATION RATIONALE AND/OR DEMONSTRATION OF CONTRACTOR’S UNIQUE QUALIFICATIONS:  The statutory authority which permits restricting consideration of schedule contractors to fewer than that required in FAR 8.405-1 (SUPPLIES) is 41 U.S.C. 251, as implemented by FAR 8.405-6(a)(2) – item peculiar to one manufacturer.

The Health Business Elite™ and Health Policy Reference Center™ databases provide online access to a unique combination of medical reference articles, textbooks and other online content that is not duplicated in any other database products.  It is a proprietary database that is developed, supported and marketed by EBSCO Industries, Inc directly to end users.  EBSCO Publishing owns the source code for the databases and only licenses the usage rights to the databases to end users.  There are no other distributors of EBSCO Publishing products that could be used as alternate procurement sources.

5.  DETERMINATION OF BEST VALUE:  The Contracting Officer will determine, using the procedures in FAR 8.405, that the order represents the best value and results in the lowest overall cost alternative (considering price, special features, administrative costs, etc.) to meet the Government's needs. The Contracting Officer may also seek additional discounts before placing the order.

6.  DESCRIPTION OF MARKET RESEARCH:  Market research was conducted by the Navy Medical Library Consortium.  This research consisted of reviews of product literature obtained from vendor advertisements, statements of capabilities and trade show presentations.  A search of the True Query, PC Magazine and PC World online databases as well as vendor sites on the World Wide Web was also conducted.  

7.  ANY OTHER SUPPORTING FACTS: Previously, the requirement for Health Business Elite™ and Health Policy Reference Center™ was determined to be a sole source contract, awarded on 1 Dec 2009 based on the minimum salient characteristics.  
8.  ACTIONS TAKEN TO REMOVE BARRIERS TO COMPETITION:  All future requirements will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  As the barriers that preclude the agency from the requirements of section 8.405-1 (SUPPLIES) are due to limited vendors on schedule, no actions can be taken by this agency to remove those barriers.  If additional vendors are added to the FSS for this equipment, they will be considered as applicable.

