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SYNOPSIS:
The Naval Medical Logistics Command (NAVMEDLOGCOM), on behalf of the Naval Health Research Center (NHRC), is conducting a market survey to determine current interest, capabilities, comments and questions among academic institutions regarding the acquisition titled “UNIversity Co-Operative Research – Navy,” or “UNICORN.”  UNICORN will establish a research process infrastructure among universities, other institutions of higher education, university medical centers, clinics, and non-profit research organizations in support of Navy Medicine Research and Development (R&D) programs as directed or funded by the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (BUMED).  Responses to this RFI must address the topic areas specified below.
This is a RFI, and does not constitute a solicitation or Request for Proposal; it is not a solicitation as defined by FAR 2.101, and the Government is not requesting offers or proposal at this time.  Any responses to this RFI received by the Government will not be accepted to form a binding contract. This is a market survey for planning purposes and no award will be made as a result of this special notice.  If a solicitation is issued, the Government does not guarantee that it will be issued to RFI respondents.  The Government is also requesting that restrictive or proprietary markings not be used in response to the RFI.  Responses to this RFI will not be returned.  Not responding to this RFI does not preclude participation in any future solicitation, if one is issued.
Responses are limited to fifteen (15) pages.  Any responses, including attachments, that are not submitted in MS Word or MS Excel or Adobe Acrobat format will be rejected and considered nonresponsive.  E-mail attachment files shall not exceed 5 MB in total.
Responses should include:  (1) A cover letter on institution letterhead including the institution name, CAGE code, point of contact, address, phone number, FAX number, and e-mail address of the submitting agent; (2) A white paper, not to exceed 15 pages in length, consisting of the requested information; and (3) Any attachments and supporting documentation felt to be relevant to a deeper investigation of the response.

No telephonic submissions will be honored.  All responses shall be submitted at no cost or obligation to the Government.  Interested parties should respond within 60 days of the posting date.  Interested parties are requested to electronically send their response to the Naval Medical Logistics Command via e-mail to:  NMLC-Research@med.navy.mil.  Responses must be identified with the RFI number.  No phone calls please.

Information Request

The Government seeks informed input and questions from interested academic institutions regarding technical requirements and contractual descriptions under UNICORN.  Attachment 1 contains a sample, theoretical RFP which details the projected UNICORN requirements and clauses that responders shall base their submission upon.  This sample RFP does not represent a real solicitation nor does it indicate that the Government will contract for any of the services discussed within; it is merely a forecast of potential requirements to generate interest and feedback from academia in order to better inform the Government.  Responses will not be rated but will be reviewed as part of an information gathering process.  While responding directly to the sample RFP within Attachment 1, the white paper shall address the following two (2) areas:
Technical Requirements
Response shall include a technical discussion/narrative based on the Performance Work Statement (PWS) provided within Section C of the Attachment.  This should be a brief, informal section stating any specific interest, inquiries, basic capabilities, solutions, expertise, and past experience related to the technical requirements listed in the PWS.  
Contractual Descriptions

Response shall include commentary and/or inquiries based on the Terms and Conditions listed within the Attachment.  This is intended to be an opportunity for responders to communicate any general input and disagreement in terms of institutional policy related to the clauses listed within the Attachment.  Examples may include data use agreements, intellectual property, publishing rights, specific research performance regulations, etc.
BACKGROUND

Under direction of BUMED, Navy Medicine Research conducts basic and applied research to enhance operational readiness and performance when delivering healthcare.  The mission of Navy Medicine is to provide high quality, economical healthcare to beneficiaries in wartime and in peacetime.  Highly trained Navy Medicine personnel deploy with Sailors and Marines worldwide, providing critical mission support aboard ships, in the air, and on the battlefield.  Additionally, Navy Medicine’s military and civilian healthcare professionals are providing care for uniformed services’ family members and retirees at military treatment facilities around the globe.
Located in San Diego, CA, NHRC serves as a leading research and development laboratory for the Department of Defense (DoD).  NHRC manages and executes expeditionary operational medical research, development and test and evaluation programs for BUMED and the Naval Medical Research Center (NMRC).
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