[bookmark: _GoBack]MARKET RESEARCH-- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION. NO SOLICITATION EXISTS.

This advertisement serves to aid in determining market interest and capabilities for this prospective requirement. 

This is a SOURCES SOUGHT NOTICE for Market Research purposes ONLY. This information will be used to determine the availability of vendors capable of meeting the Government’s minimum requirements and the availability of small businesses capable of providing this requirement in its entirety, small businesses capable of serving as an alternative for this requirement, and small businesses that can provide any billable portion of this requirement. Potential sources must identify their business type (i.e., small business, large business, small disadvantaged business, 8(a) certified business, woman-owned business, etc). 

The NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center Jacksonville, Florida (FLCJ) is conducting a market survey to determine the availability of vendors capable of providing commercial supplies, industrial and divers breathing gases Helium, Oxygen, Nitrogen, Acetylene, Carbon Dioxide, Propane, Argon, and annual rental of one (1) Micro Bulk Tank per the Statement of Work provided in this document. This requirement is to support of the Naval Diving and Salvage Training Center (NDSTC) located in Panama City, Florida. 
It is anticipated that any resulting solicitation will be for a firm-fixed-price, Indefinite Delivery, requirements contract. The NAICS code for this requirement is 325120 and size standard of 1000. 
Vendors interested in responding to this sources sought synopsis shall provide a technical capabilities statement.   
The technical capabilities statement should include the following information:
a) The company’s ability to provide the required supplies 
b) Company’s name, address, CAGE code, and Duns number
c) NAICS code, business size/socio-economic status
d) Years in business, affiliate information, parent company, joint venture partners (if applicable) 
e) All current GSA/VA scheduled contracts 
f) Government business point-of-contact name, phone number, and e-mail address 
The technical capabilities statement provided in response to this Sources Sought Notice is NOT to be considered a response to Request for Proposal (RFP) or Request for Quote (RFQ) in that no RFP/RFQ exists at this time. Responses to this notice are not offers and cannot be accepted by the Government to form a binding contract. Responses will not restrict the Government to a particular acquisition approach or be construed as a commitment by the Government. The Government will not pay for the information requested herein. Evaluation results will not be provided to contractors responding to this synopsis. No phone calls will be accepted.

Statement of Work:
1.0 Codes and Standards References

2.0 Scope 

3.0 Deliverables 

4.0 Workmanship 

5.0 Quality Control 

1.0 Codes and Standards References

1.1 US Navy Diving Manual SS511-LP-708-8000, Revision 6, Chapter 4-3
1.2 Military Specification MIL-PRF-27210G for Oxygen, Aviators Breathing
1.3 Military Specification MIL-PRF-27407B for Helium, Type I Gaseous Grade “B” Respirable Helium
1.4 Federal Specification A-A-59155 for Nitrogen, High Purity, Special Purpose
1.5 Compressed Gas Association (CGA) general industrial guide

2.0 [bookmark: _Toc250977687]Scope

The contractor shall provide the required supplies and services for the procurement and delivery of industrial and divers grade breathing gases Helium, Oxygen, Nitrogen, Acetylene, Carbon Dioxide, Propane, Argon, and annual rental of one (1) Micro Bulk Tank in accordance with standards and specifications set forth in references 1.1 through 1.5. 

3.0 Deliverables

Upon notification by the NDSTC purchasing agent, the contractor will deliver to NDSTC within three (3) to four (4) working days pressurized “Tube Trucks” with one of three diver’s grade breathing gases: Oxygen, Nitrogen or Helium. Additionally, upon notification by the NDSTC purchasing agent, the contractor will deliver to NDSTC within three (3) to four (4) working days, other industrial use gases: Carbon Dioxide, Argon, Acetylene and Propane for pool maintenance and other industrial shop uses.  The expected annual usage per year of these gases is as follows:

3.1 HELIUM - One (1) delivery per year at approximately 45,000 Standard Cubic Feet (SCF) per truck.

3.2 OXYGEN - Three (3) deliveries per year at approximately 46,000 SCF per truck.  

3.3 ACETYLENE – Three (3) bottles (UN1001) compressed acetylene at approximately 3600 SCF per year. Exchange will be made at time of delivery.  NDSTC requires 3 bottles on station (in Panama City, FL) for the duration of the contract.

3.4 CARBON DIOXIDE – Monthly fill service at approximately 67,680 lbs. per year. Carbon Dioxide will be used for pool maintenance and requires a regular monthly fill service set up on an automatic schedule.  

3.5 PROPANE – Sixty Five (65) 32 lb. (UN1978) cylinders at approximately 2080 SCF per year. Exchange will be made at time of delivery. 

3.6 NITROGEN - Three (3) deliveries per year at approximately 45,000 SCF per truck.  

3.7 ARGON - NDSTC requires this gas in two different sizes.  

3.7.1 Eight (8) industrial size bottles of 200 cubic feet (cuft) (UN1006) at approximately 1600 cuft per year. Exchange will be made at time of delivery. 
 
3.7.2 One (1) bottle of 80 cuft at approximately 80 cuft per year.  
  
3.8 Micro Bulk Tank Rental – Rental of one (1) 2000 liter micro bulk tank at approximately twelve (12) months per year. The micro bulk tank will be used to store deliveries of carbon dioxide. NDSTC will require delivery of the micro bulk tank to the pool maintenance lay down area, located next to the facility pool in Panama City, FL.

4.0 [bookmark: _Toc250977689]Workmanship.  

The Contractor shall ensure the highest degree of cleanliness and material reliability of the tube trucks and their gas handling manifold valves and gauges. Any material issues with the contractors truck or equipment will be addressed to the contractor by the NDSTC Hyperbaric’ s Division Officer and will be corrected by the contractor within one (1) day of notification. Any delays in repairing deficiencies noted to the contractor by NDSTC will not be chargeable to the Government.

5.0 Quality Control 

The contractor will ensure each truck has been inspected and the valve manifold area which manages the offloading of the truck contents is thoroughly cleaned and that all valves, gauges, and hose connection caps are operational and installed prior to delivery.  The contractor will ensure the truck connection fitting will not be changed from the agreed upon connection fittings currently utilized by NDSTC without prior notice to the NDSTC Hyperbaric’s Division Officer.  NDSTC holds the necessary fittings to connect the Gas Offload Umbilical to the NDSTC facility. 

5.1 The contractor will provide a Certificate of Conformance (COC) with the delivery of each divers breathing gas. The COC will verify and guarantee that the breathing gas delivered conforms to the standards for the specified gas in accordance with references 1.1 through 1.5.

Responses shall be in writing and sent by email to Rhonda Keeton, at rhonda.keeton@navy.mil.  Responses shall be submitted no later than 10:00 A.M. EST on September 26, 2014.
NOTE: THIS IS A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ONLY AND SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED AS A COMMITMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT. NO REIMBURESEMNT WILL BE MADE FOR ANY COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH PROVIDING A RESPONSE TO THIS REQUEST. ANY INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY RESPONDENTS TO THIS TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION IS STRICTLY VOLUNTARY.

*********** End of Sources Sought Notice ***********
