JUSTIFICATION FOR SOLE SOURCE (Simplified Acquisitions <$150K)

The service or material listed on N6228515RC030AE is sole source and competition is precluded for reasons indicated below.  There are no substitutes available for this material or service.
Restricted to the following source.  Provide original manufacturer’s name.  

Manufacturer:  KAPLAN PhD, GEORGE  H
Manufacturer POC & phone nr.  George Kaplan 
Mfr. Address: 35 Oak Street


Colora, MD. 21917

____ Description of the item or service required, the estimated cost, and required delivery date.

The instant requirement is a sole source, FFP, contract to Kaplan PHD, George H. for support services for the production of astronomical/navigational almanacs and software products for the US Naval observatory (USNO) in Washington, DC. Period of performance is from 1 Sep 2015 to 31 Aug 2016, with options from 1 Sep 2016 to 31 Aug 2017, and 1 Sep 2017 to 31 Aug 2018.

____ Specific characteristics of the material or service that limit the availability to a sole source (unique features, function of the item, etc.).  Describe in detail why only this suggested source can furnish the requirements to the exclusion of other sources.

1. The subject project requires the services of a highly qualified senior scientist to perform the tasks outlined in the attached Statement of Work (SOW).  The SOW describes the qualifications required of the individual.

2. Dr. George H. Kaplan uniquely meets the qualifications set forth in Section 5 of the SOW in the following ways:

a.
Dr. Kaplan holds a Ph.D. degree in astronomy (1985) from the University of Maryland.  His long, distinguished career at the U.S. Naval Observatory (1971-2007) has given him unique experience in the specific areas of interest: practical astronomy, astrometry, and celestial navigation.  He is an international expert in these fields.  Dr. Kaplan is an active member of the American Astronomical Society and the International Astronomical Union.   He has an in depth knowledge of the USNO Astronomical Applications Department mission and its scientific underpinnings.  

b.
Dr. Kaplan is the original author of the Naval Observatory Vector Astrometry Subroutines (NOVAS), and thus is uniquely qualified to continue maintenance and update of this software library.

c.
Dr. Kaplan has decades of experience programming computers using the Fortran language.  NOVAS is coded in Fortran.  He has also created web-based astronomical imagery services coded in NOVAS and the Interactive Data Language (IDL).

d.
Dr. Kaplan has over 50 publications, many in the refereed scientific literature.  He has given many presentations, including numerous ones to international audiences.  His communication skills are generally regarded as being exceptional.

3.  Dr. Kaplan is a highly qualified individual with the unique knowledge, skills, and abilities needed to perform the tasks outlined in the SOW.
As a result of the above, no company other than Kaplan PhD, George H has the requisite knowledge and expertise to perform the required effort.
____ The requested material or service represents the minimum requirements of the government.

1. The Contractor must possess knowledge of practical astronomy, astrometry, celestial navigation, and underlying physical principles. This knowledge must be at the specialist (Expert) level (i.e., Ph.D. degree or equivalent) in all of these fields.

2. The Contractor must possess strong computer skills. He/she must be able to program a computer in a high level language (i.e., Fortran, C, C++), and generate and interpret results from his/hers programs.

3. The Contractor must possess excellent written and oral communication skills, as evidenced by a large, tangible body of technical writing and presentations.
 I CERTIFY THAT STATEMENTS CHECKED, AND INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE, ARE COMPLETE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.  I UNDERSTAND THAT THE PROCESSING OF THIS SOLE SOURCE JUSTIFICATION PRECLUDES THE USE OF FULL AND OPEN COMPETITION.

Signature: _____________________________

Title: AA Department Head
Activity:  USNO



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

Contracting Officer Signature:  _________________________________________

Date:  ________________________________
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