*QUESTIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL AUGUST 16, 2016 at 4:00p.m. EST
[bookmark: _GoBack]You ask:
1.  Can you clarify whether a Master's in Counseling from a CACREP accredited program will be acceptable?  
2.  Would any other Master's degree be acceptable?

	A Master's Degree in Counseling and a Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP) credential are valuable assets for any person seeking to serve in the capacity as a CREDO Facilitator.  Much of the work of a Facilitator is informal and incidental counseling in group sessions and on or in retreat settings.  And certainly, CREDO participants can gain unique knowledge from a counselor.  I would add, that a counseling degree with a specialty in Marriage and Family Therapy, or Family Systems Theory might have a profound impact on many of the individuals who participate in our events.   Similarly, any Master's level degree would add benefit to the program. And I would welcome a candidate for this facilitator position that has an additional Master's degree in any related field of Ministry.  
	However, a Master's Degree of Divinity is the base-line or minimum degree we are seeking.  The reasons for this rests at the core of the ideals of CREDO.  CREDO is a spiritually based program, rather than a therapeutically based program.    The intention of a CREDO focuses on the full development of an individual, couple or family including their religious/spiritual and faith development from their unique tradition/s from an experiential reference.  CREDO is not "therapy" for participants.  If therapy (or healing) occurs as a result of a CREDO experience, well good.  But, therapy is incidental to the event. Further, if a need for therapy is indicated as a result of a CREDO event or experience, we have several resources to make therapeutic referrals (e.g., FFSC, Mental Health, etc.).
	As CREDO, our experience has shown that a Master's of Divinity degree program provides the best minimal training/education needed to understand and deliver programs effectively and adaptively to varying size groups with multiple demographics.  A Master's of Divinity assures us that the candidate has an understanding of spiritual development and significance of faith/religious formation and tradition in people's lives, and the knowledge to propel them forward in seeking to develop their faith or non-faith.  It also assures us that the candidate has at least minimal experience speaking, performing, leading group discussions, activities, music, in small and large groups, which are part of the experience with CREDO.  
	So the simple answer is this:  The minimum of a Master's Degree in Divinity is required for consideration, but additional formal education in related fields is beneficial to consideration for the position.
